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Department of Game and Fisheries 


Toronto Ontario 
Hon. H. ©. Nixon, Provincial Secretary, Published to stimulate interest in 
Minister in charge of Department, the..conservation of the Wild Life 
Natural Resources of the Province 
D. J. Taylor, Deputy Ministor. of Ontario 


In presenting this, the first of what we hope will be a 
monthly bulletin, we have in mind an extension of the publicity work by which 
we are endeavouring to make the people of the Province more deeply conscious 
of the valuable heritage we possess in our wild life natural resources, and 
the necessity for conserving these resources. ft 

We appreciate the co-operation of the Sportsmen's Assoc- 
iation throughout the Province, as well as the individual co-operation of all 
those who, from an aesthetic or recreational standpoint, are interested in 
the wild life. 


With a view to fostering this spirit of co-operation it 
is our desire to convey to the public all the information in the possession 
of the Department concerning the wild life resources of our forests, lakes 
and streams, and we hope that a wider knowledge of conditions will result in 
a keener realization by the individual of his own responsibility for the 
protection of these important assets. 


We invite the various Protective Associations to contri- 
bute from time to time information regarding their conservational activities 
or other matters which may be of interest to fellow sportsmen and we shall 
use as much of such suitable matter as space will permit. 


In this issue the activities of the Department are sum- 
marized and we believe the information given will be of general interest. 
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The Province of Ontario, like most of the other Provinces 
in Canada and the States of the Union is faced with the problem of how best 
to conserve its wild life natural resources to ensure that future generations 
may continue to enjoy the recreational pleasures of hunting and fishing, 
which are a priceless heritage. 


At the outset it should be noted that the situation in 
the Province is not alarming. Nevertheless with the progress of civil- 
ization and all it entails, the ever increasing number of sportsmen in- 
cluding tourists, the depredations of law breakers and predatory animals, 
it has become necessary to vigorously pursue a policy of conservation, 
propagation and restoration. To show how the Department of Game and 
Fisheries, assisted by the various sportsmen's Protective Associations 
throughout the Province is endeavouring to meet the situation, is the 
object of this article. 


For the purpose of unifying science and practice on a 
proper working basis, the Department has established a “Biological and Fish 
Culture Branch", Under its supervision nineteen fish hatcheries were 
operated in the .rovince last year. Six of these were used for the culture 
of game-fish exclusively, twelve performed a dual function, namely the pro- 
pagation of both commercial and game-fish: and one was used for the culture 
of commercial fish exclusively. In addition nine trout rearing stations, 
and five rearing locations for small-mouthed black bass were operated during 
Lhe year. 


Fry, fingering, yearlings and adult fish of the follow- 
ing species: Lake Trout, Speckled Trout, Rainbow Trout, Brown Trout, Small- 
mouthed and Large-mouthed Black Bass, Maskinonge, Pickerel, Whitefish and 
Herring to the number of 788,393,810.were produced and distributed from 
Provincial Hatcheries to the public waters of Ontario last year. The follow- 
ing summary shows the distribution for 1936: 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/761115469918 
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SPECIES FRY FINGERLINGS Yearlings TOTALS 
and Adults 

Whitefish 392,514,000 392,514,000 
Herring 56,120,000 56,120,000 
Lake Trout 8,816,000 15,718,500* 24,534,500 
Pickerel 302,759,000 302,759,000 
Perch 46,080,000 . 46,080,000 
Maskinonge 274, 000 274, 000 
Small-mouthed 

Black Bass 800, 000* | 100,000* 5.000" 905,000 
Large-mouthed 

Black Bass 45,000%* 14,000* 59,000 
Speckled Trout 210; 000 1,500,000 700, 000 * 4,410,000 

2 3000, 000 + 
Brown Trout 150, 000 7,245 
100, 000 + 257,240 

Rainbow Trout 200, 000* 3,240 | 203 , 240 
Kamloops Trout 85,464 ~ LOs7oG 7. 96,260 
Ouananiche 13 , 648 * 13,648 
hihah 807, 618, 000 19,867,964 (oFade oO a 828,225,893 

* Estimated distribution #To be retained over Winter Distributed in 1935 

NOTE s The above figures do not include trout retained for breeding purposes 


in ponds at the Ontario Government Trout Rearing Stations. 
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These fish are not distributed in a haphazard way, but are 
placed only after careful report and study of the suitability of the waters 
for the rearing of the fish intended therefor, The planting is done with the 
assistance of Game Protective Associations and under supervision of Departmental 
Officials. The Biological Branch further undertakes the duty of checking waters 
in which species of fish such as Trout, Bass and Pickerel have been introduced 
for the first time, or to depleted waters, to determine the success or failure 
of such planting and reasons therefor. By these means the Department of Game 
and Fisheries is supplementing the work of nature in maintaining good fishing 
in suitable public waters. 


As the water area over which the Department has jurisdic- 
tion from the Fisheries standpoint, approximates 80,000 square miles, it is a 
hurculean task to maintain and conserve the fish supply. Climatic conditions 
vary considerably and this necessitates a division of restrictions and season- 
able regulations. Here again the Biological Branch is able to utilize the 
results of its study by establishing the practical requirements in connection 
with conservational regulations such as: 


(a) Provisions to give the fish an opportunity to spawn 
unmolested, by the protection which an adequate close 
season affords. 


(b) Limits of catch consistent with conservation principles 
and the probable productive capacity of the waters. 


(c) Size and weight limits attained by mature fish. 
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In connection with its fish culture programme it is the 
policy of the Department to set aside each year for varying periods a number 
of lakes and streams, as well as certain areas in large bodies of water, for 
the purpose of the natural propagation of game fish. These closed waters 
serve as bases of supply either for self replenishment or for the replenishing 
of other waters, or for the purpose of building up a properly balanced relation- 
ship among all the organisms in the body of water closed. In these restricted 
areas all fishing is prohibited. It will be obvious that a close season for 
several years will not only take care of replenishment, but will also conserve 
the parent stock. 


While it is difficult to compute the size of the areas of 
restricted waters, it will be of interest to note that at the present time 
thirty-three such bodies of water have been closed to fishing. These consist 
of some fifteen lakes with tributary waters, and eighteen creeks and rivers. 
This total resresents nearly twice as many as in the previous year and is 
Significant of the value placed on this method of propagation. 


ane i 


We std 
0) AO 


a 
¥ 


ie xe ‘8: Esty 


rg at aM be # 


Department of Game and Fisheries Monthly Bulletin 


lack of space prevents us from listing the restricted 
waters, but they are all posted with official "No Fishing" signs, and par- 
ticulars may be secured by applying to the Devartment or by consulting the 
blue book. 


GAME PRESERVES 


ees 


It is obvious that while it is possible to propagate fish 
by artificial methods the question of maintaining the supply of game presents 
an entirely different problem. 


Big game such as Deer, Moose, Elk and Caribou must be pro- 
pagated under natural conditions, and the best way to accomplish this is to 
afford them protection in the wilds. With this in mind action has been taken 
in accordance with the provisions of the Game and Fisheries Act, to establish 
Crown Game Preserves. Every year the area set aside as a sanctuary in which 
the more desirable species of game could exist unmolested has been extended by 
the creation of additional preserves. At the present time there is in excess 
of five and three-quarters million acres included in the ninety-five Crown 
Game Preserves already established. Hunting and trapping upon these preserve 
areas is forbidden and the more desirable species of game animals are further 
protected through control of predatory animals. 


Within the past year the Devartment has enlarged the policy 
in connection with: Game Preserves to include small areas of 1000 acres or so 
located at strategic points in each county, with the primary object of protect- 
ing and propagating, under natural conditions, upland game birds such as the 
Ruffed Grouse, Ring-necked Pheasant, Quail and Hungarian Partridge. The birds 
raised on the Department Bird Farms at Codrington and Normandale will be re- 
leased within these small game preserves and protected over a period of years 
so that they may have an opportunity to increase and develop undisturbed and 
without molestation from hunters. As in the case of the larger preserves no 
hunting or trapping will be permitted in these areas, and arrangements will be 
made to protect the birds from other predatory birds and animals. Already 
twenty-five of these small Crown Game Preserves have been established in South- 
ern Ontario and reports from the different areas show a gratifying increase in 
bird life. It is hoped that these preserves will serve to populate the un- 
protected areas and provide the sportsman with the incentive for real recrea- 
tion during the open season for upland game birds. The response of the public 
to the request for the use of suitable lands has been very gratifying and the 
work of setting up these preserves is still continuing. During 1935, 17,430 
pheasant eggs were supplied to Associations and individuals for hatching pur- 
poses and the resultant birds released at maturity. Adult birds numbering 1097 
were also released by the Department during the same period. In 1936 over 2000 
adult birds were released, almost twice as many as in 1935, in addition to 
17,190 eggs supplied for private hatching. 
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The Department maintains a staff of permanent field officers 
numbering some seventy-six, whose duty it is to enforce and secure observance 
of the provisions of the Game and Fisheries Act and Reguiations. The services 
of this regular Field Staff is augmented by the assistance and co-operation of 
members of the Provincial Police Forw and certain seasonal officers whose ser- 
vices are retained in connection with the matter of providing adequate patrol 
service along important waters during the spring and fall fish spawning periods 
and during the various hunting seasons, That interested sportsmen are con- 
cerned in this branch of activity is noted by the fact that to date this year 
some 800 offered and were accepted as Deputy Game wardens, who, as such were 
authorized to assist in the matter of securing proper observance of the Game and 
Fisheries Regulations. While there will probably always be a number of nec- 
essary prosecutions it is felt that this, in minor cases, is not a desirable 
method of securing observance of the Act. The Department believes that many 
infractions are the result of thoughtlessness, and a lack of knowledge concern- 
ing the real worth of our wild life heritages. With this in mind an effort 
is being made to acquaint the public with the economic and recreational value 
of these resources with the hope that the spread of knowledge will make for a 
better observance of the Act. 


Pte. UP ly. 


A great deal of lecture work was carried on last fall and 
winter through the Sportsmen's Association, Service Clubs, and Schools. Glose 
to one hundred public addresses were delivered while suitable talks on Conserv- 
tion were given to the pupils of about twenty-five schools. It is hoped to 
extend this work so that conservation may be taught as part of the school cur- 
riculum, This educational and publicity work will, we feel sure,result ina 
better understanding by the public of the need for co-operation in the work being 
undertaken by the Départment to conserve the fish and game resources of the 
Province. An enlightened public opinion will undoubtedly result in less law 
breaking, more consideration for private property, less waste in hunting and 
fishing and a larger measure of support in the protective work of the Department. 


A VALUABLE HERITAGE 


While sportsmen have a special interest in the conservation 
of our wild life resources, the subject is of vital importance to every person 
in the Province. If we were in a position to compute the value of these re- 
sources we would be amazed at the result. Their value however, cannot be 
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computed in dollars and certs, but the tourist trade alone should be wfficient 
to convince us of their worth. It is estimated that in 1935 tourists from the 
United States and other countries to the igieh? of 10,815,256 entered Canada and 
left behind in cash approximately $201,027,000. OF ae huge total the Pro- 
vince of Ontario received approximately 684,2 aa O00. Of the total cars enter- 
ing the Dominion, 2,374,517 or approximately 66% came to Ontario. Hstimating 
three persons to a car we have a total of 7 es nes Visitors to the Province 
during the 1935 season, to say nothing of those who came by other means of 
transportation. 


This: year it is expected that these totals will be consid- 
erably increased, in fact it is anticipated that the peak year 1929, when tour- 
ists spent approximately $100,000,000 in the Province of Ontario, will be equalled, 


The importance of the tourist business is quite obvious. 
Its ramifications embrace almost every branch of industry. It gives employment 
to thousands of persons directly and indirectly. The money spent by the tour- 
ists is neither localized nor centralized but accrues in some measure to the 
benefit of every man, woman and child in the Province. Think, for example of 
the home market opened up for farm produce by the yearly influx to the Province 
of between seven and eight million people, ia then vizualize the industries and 
activities that share in every tourist dollar and you begin to appreciate how 
much the business means to the people of Ontario. 


We have cmphasized the value of the tourist traffic because 
it is generally conceded that one of the chief attractions to the tourist is 
our excellent fishing. As proof that angling is one of the chief drawing cards 
we would point to the fact that there was an increase in the purchase of non- 
resident angling licenses during 1935 to the extent of $66,000, and to date 
1936 shows a purchase reaching almost $30,000 in excess of last year. Every 
tourist advertisement features the eels fishing and the majority of en- 
quiries are along the same lines. Our thousands of lakes and streams well 
stocked with fish will ensure the permanency of this important business. 


The Department of Game and Fisheries, as we cic tried to 
show in this booklet, is doing its oe to attain this ideal, by means of an 
extensive Paitin programme, by restricted areas and by We see ve measures 
designed to conserve the supply. 


The policy of the Department in connection with the distri- 
bution of fish has recently been changed. So far as is possible efforts will 
now be made to carry the fish to nearer the adult or legal size before liber- 
ating them in the waters of the Provinco. The development of this policy has 
been pushed in connection with speckled trout and we print herewith a summary 
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of the distributions for the past four years, showing the prozress made along 
these lines. 
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uyed mR DTN i Yearling 
SPECKIED TROUT ~ “? FRY FINGERLINGS poo 


Ric) opt 
OZ2S and Adults 
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1933 506,000 725,000 5,950,255 29,786 
1934 : - 6,257,267 36,414 
1935 : 1,643,000 5,013,802 40,841 
1936 : 210,000 5500, 000 700, 000 


x To be retained over winter. 


Note; The difference in the quantities distributed in 1935 as compared with 
1936 is accounted for by the fact that our objective is to discontinue, 
as far as possible, the planting of fry and early fingerlings and to 
carry the quantity of late fingerlings and yearlings that can be pro- 
perly accommodated at the various trout rearing stations. 


The 700,000 yea we and adult fish distributed in 1936 
6 inches in length. it is hoped to 


ged from 4 to 8 inches and ave os 
increase the numbers in 1937 to ls millions and to continue the same progress 
yearly until the distribution of ee class will be all yearlings or acult 
fish, We feel sure that the mortality rate among this size of fish will be 
small and that 90%: of them will survive to fall prey to the skill of the 
angler. 
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To cope with the additional accommodation required two 
extra rearing ponds have been added to ie hatchery at Chatsworth, while it is 
1 


the intention of the Department to erect a hatchery and series of ponds at 
North Bay this year. 


To take care of the carryovers it has been necessary to 
make use of a number of Bass ponds. It is hoped to make alterations to the 
ponds at Ingersoll this year to provide accommodation for 200,000 speckled 
trout during the fall, winter and spring months. 


CHANGES IN DUCK SHASONS 


We would draw to ‘the attention of hunters the fact that the 
Federal Government acting uncer the Migratory Birds Convention ict has amended 
the open seasons for wild fowl in’ the Province to the dates given below. These 
amendments will supersede the dates given in the Game and Fisheries Act, and 
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sportsmen are required to observe them. 


DUCKS AND GEESE- (other than Brant) 
“North and west of the French and Mattawa Rivers and Lake Nipissing 
including the district of Manitoulin - September 15th to November 15th, both 
days inclusive." 


"South of the French and Mattawa Rivers - October lst, to November 
30th, both days inclusive." 


No change in the open seasons for Snipe and Woodcock. 


Day Season 
Ducks (other than Merganser) 12 150 
Geese 5 50 
Rearis, Coots, etc. . va) 
Snipe Ce) j 
Woodcock 8 125 


Use of live birds as decoys is prohibited. Baiting pro- 
hibited (as in 1935.) 


Cie EB) Reet sO MS 


For the information of the many thousands of hunters who 
go north each fall to a favourite camp or hunting ground in search of deer or 
moose we would draw attention to a number of changes in the seasons and regu- 
lations. 


The Province has this year been divided into four districts, 
lettered for convenience A, B, Cy, and CC. 


District "A" is the territory lying north of the main line 
of the Canadian National Railway and the open season is the same as last year - 
September 15th to November 25th. 


District “B" is the district lying south of the main line 
of the Canadian National Railway with its southern boundary being described as 
“north of the Mattawa River, Lake Nipissing and the French River to Bigwood, 
the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway from Bigwood to the north boundary of 
Morse Township, the north boundary of Morse and Dennie Townships, the boundary 
between Sudbury and Algoma Districts to Block 24, Range 15, and the south 
boundary of Blocks 24 to 29, Range 15 to Lake Superior." 

Open season Cctober 15th to November 25th. 
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District "C" represents a new division and is composed of 
parts of the districts of Sudbury, Algoma and Manitoulin lying south of the 
area, described in division "B" and north of the French River. 
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Open season ~ November lst, to November 25th. In 5t.Joseph 
Island and tlanitoulin Island the season is November lOth, to November Z&th. 


Pierrict. “OV south of the 


French and Mattawa Rivers (ex- 
cept south-western and certain eastern countics) 


as 


osason - November 5th, to November 20th. 


An Amendment to the Act this year makes it illegal to 
carry a rifle of greater calibre or projective power than a twenty-two 
low-powered rifle during the open season for hioose or Deer in areas which such 


animals inhabit or in which they are usually found, under what is known as a 
gun csr In other words hunters carrying rifles of a higher calibre than 
a twenty-tr in legal territory during the open seasons for deer and moose mus" 
be aaa with a deer or moose license. 


it is illegal for one verson to use or be accompanied 
by 4 dog: 

Two or three ee ‘sons May use one dog. 

Four or five persons may use two dogs. 

eix or seven persons a may use three dogs. 

Bight or more persons may use four dogs. 
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It is unlawful for any person to use snares for any purpose 
I ee oes 
in any part of Ontario during the open season for deer and moose in such part. 
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Speaking of sport reminds us that Zo: Ole OL fue 
finest recreations available to the sportsmen. It is not primarily an art or 
a science, although it combines both, rather is it a philosophy: a philosophy 
of happiness, contentment and ee oe ee while ee of dite. It 28) one ar the 
incentives which draws hundreds thousands of us into the great outdoors vy 
lake or stream each season. 


“Fishine" says dames Oliver Curwood, “is the finest char- 
acter building activity under the sun for human hearts and souls." The en~- 
vironment surrounding the sport is wholesome, the thriil of combat is personal, 
while the friendships engendered are always worth while. 


To be 2 good fisherman one must begin with a foundation of 
good sportsmanship, every man his own referee and playing the game according to 
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the rules. This is a disciplinary drill which is essential, for the opponents 
in this case are always mute. 


The art of fishing too develops Patience and rerseverence, 
which are the pre-requisites of Contentment: - no other sport is so conducive 
to peace of mind: contentment engenders Happiness: while hapoiness and Health 
are closely allied. Thus we find that all the worth while things of life in 
character and citizenship may be developed while enjoying this delightful re- 
creation. 


A feller isn't thinkin’ mean - out fishin' 

His thoughts are mostiy good and clean - out fishin!’ 

He does not knock his fcllowmen, or harbor any grudges then, 
A feller's at his finest whon - out fishin'. 


A feller’s glad to be a friend - out fishin", 

A helpin' hand he'll always lend - out fishin", 
The brotherhood of rod and line, 

An' sky and stream is always fine, 

Men come real close to God's design - out fishin'. 


A feller isn't plottin' schemes - out fishin', 

He's only busy with his dreams » out fishin', 

His liv'ry is a coat of tan: his creed - to do the best he can; 
A fellcr's always mostly man, - out fishin', 


CONSERVATION NOTES 


Reports from all over the Province show that the enthusiastic 
angler has rcascn to be happy this season. Fishing has becn good 
in most waters, and the variety of fish available has lent zest to 
the sport. Good fishing however, is not a matter of accident, but 
is the result of suitable conservation laws and proper methods of 
fish culture. 


There are few secluded spots that are not now available to 
the angler because of our modern methods of transportation, and this 
has resulted in a very large increase in the numbers of those who 
find their chief seasonal pleasure in fishing. This massed attack 
by battalions of anglers, added to the waste which results from both 
natural and unnatural causes would soon mean a serious depletion of 
the fish in our lakes and streams if we did not have suitable pro- 
tective measures to safeguard the mpply. Streams and lakes must 
be kept unpolluted. Fishing must of necossity be prohibited at 
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certain times of the year, and even for a period of years in certain places 

in order to take care of natural development and restoration. Without closing 
the waters entirely to fishing, natural development will not take care of the 
supply under present conditions, so it is necessary to propagate by artificial 
means, and plant new supplies of fish in most waters from time to time. 


This work of propagation and planting would be in vain 
without the co-operation of the public and the elimination of certain harmful 
and unsportsmanlike methods of taking fish. The Game and Fisheries Laws con- 
tain the measures necessary for the proper protection of our various species 
of fish and must be observed if the efforts of the Department to ensure a supply 
in perpetuity are to be successful. 


If you fish, or are interested in fishing, make yourself 
familiar with the laws in connection therewith, with particular reference to 
seasons, creel limits and size limits. These are not intended to restrict 
your pleasures but are to ensure that your children will bo able to enjoy the 
same recreational opportunities that have been your privilege. 
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The amount of interest shown in the first issue of the 
ee has been very gratifying. Its publication has a very definite 
purpose as set forth above and elaborated upon in the previous issue. 

In addition it is intended as a means es contact between 
the sportsmen and the Department, so that a spirit of co-operation, which 
s sO essential to success in any endeavour, may be developed through a 


ath . 


2 
better understanding of our mutual problems and ideals. 


The programme of the Department, so far as the sportsmen 
are concerned, is summed up in the phrase "Better ee and rishing™, 
and its ee are concentrated on this ideal. The success of the 


work depends in large measure on the backing of the sportsmen. 
Individual, and organized effort along conservational 


id. 
lines will result in an teens sd public opinion powerful enough to deter 
the poacher, shame the petty lawbreaker, and curb unnecessary waste. 


AN EXPLANATION 
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that they have 


169) 


Several readers have written reminding us 
not yet received the September issue of the Bulletin, .As a reason for 
this we would explain that while the first Bulletin was dated August it 
vas not possible to have the issue completed until early in September, 


and as a consequence it was not convenient to produce another in September. 
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Although cvery effort was made by the Department prior 
to the opcning of the dccr season Inst your to clarify the regulations 
in connection therewith it beceme obvious from lettcrs and newspaper 
clippings reccived after the close of the scason thit some confusion 
still existed as to an.interpretation of the regulations. As an cxemple 
of thc misunderstanding which existed we quote from a newspaper clipping 
received Inte last November from an intcrcsted correspondent. 


"The law in question claims th.t for every single doe 
shot, three bucks must be slain. In otner words, if a party of huntcrs 
wish to bring a doe out of the bush with them, they must have three bucks 
tO g0 with it. The catch, claim the hunters, lics in tho fect that in 
thick bush, hunters frequently shoot docs without renlizing the fact. 
Then, they must perforce get three bucks. The rosult is thet some part- 
ics finding themselves short of bucks hevo abandoned the carcasses of the 
exurse does." 


Under date of October 26th, 1955, the Department released 
a bullctin to the press with the object of clarifying tho regulations. 
Woe reprint from that bulletin the following information. 


"As there still appears to be in the minds of some of 
those who contemplatc taking advantage of the annual deer hunting sezson 
this yorr some confusion as to a proper interpretation of the regulctions 


. 


now in cxistence it might be well to make some explansztion." 


"There is a partial buck law in effect which provides 
t the shooting of docs or fawns is prohibited except tht any party 
four hunters is entitled to one doe or fawn,-the other three of the 
11 must be bucks, though ungucstionably the entire kill of four deer 
ich such party of four might take could be bucks. A party must consist 
of cight mombers before they are entitled to two does or fawns, and fur- 
ther two does or fawns is the limit for any party regardicss of its nome 
bors. Some would argue thet it is difficult to detect the difference be= 
tween e buck and a doc under certain conditions when hunting. Tho De- 
partment is willing to concede the possibility of mistrke with the result 
thet provision is thus made to legalize the taking of one doe or fawn voy 
a party of four hunters, and two docs or fawns by a party of cight huntcrs 
or moro, and thus make allowance for what might be termcd mistskes by the 
hunter." 


"Mhore are some who heve the impression that there must 
be, in the case of a hunting party of say four, three bucks killed before 
they my legnlly kill 2 @ac or fawn. This is not correct as it may so 
happen thet - perty of four, or any number less then eight might bo so 
unfortunate during thcir hunt as to kill one decr only, and then possibly 
2. doc or fawn: similerly, ea party of cight or more huntcrs might t<ke 
Only two dcocr,- docs or fawns.e In such eases as these and others in 


eae the parties do not complctc, much lcss cxcced, the number of 
inimels to which their liccnses wouid ontitle them, and the number of 
does and frwns involved not sxeecding the rmmbcr they arc permitted to 
take there could be no reasonable objection to them being in possession 
of the carcensses of such docs or fawns and bringing them out of camp." 
"Mombers of hunting camps who have secured camp deer 


ps 
Liceyses could legally consume - doe or frwn in camp; or in the case of 

a party of cight mombers who hnd two camp dccr licenses, they could leg- 
ally consume two docs or fawns, though they would then, of course, be ob- 
liged to bring out only buck dccr according to the number of liccnsed 
Punvers in whe party." 


It is hoped the foregoing information will clerr up the 
doubt which appears to cxist regarding the proper Interpretation OL | tne 
prescnt decr hunting regulation. 


RUPFED GiOUSE 
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There will be nod open secson this year on Ruffed Grouse 
(Pertridge). Reports from Overseers and Sportsmen sre to the effect 
that thero is a general senre ley “eed hh the Province. This is @ git- 
uction which prevcils healthy icelly, ond which has been’ the subject of 
miny investigations snd roports. 


We hnve becn fortunate this week in obtaining = copy of 
m recont papor by C. H. eae Clarke, of the Depertment of Big Llosa, 
Polvers.ty of Toronto, cniiiled “Fluctustions in numbers or Huited Grouse, 
Bonasa Umbellus (Linne ) vith specit.l refercnee to Ontario,"' It is pub- 


a 


lished in book form and contains over 100 pages. 


CQ 


The subject Tsstreated exhreustively and ane very palLhs 
teking manner, and contains much rcferonce mattcr togethcr with a paint 
many illustre ie mops, graphs, tables, Etc. 


As the a moattcr is timely, as well as an up to 
dato, we propose to summ-rize bricfly some of the importent findings quot~ 
ing verbatim where code for greater cccurs.cy. 


To got some iden as to how thc various conclusions were 
arrived 2t it is necessary to note some of the mcthods cmployed. 


"The present study", seys the nuthor, "has consisted of 
(1) populntion studics and (2) examination of specimens for p-rcsites 
and disonases." The compilstion of records in connection with popul:.tion 
studics was ssscmbled through reference to “publishcd records in * ver- 
icty of books and periodicals,as well as in government reports." In sdd- 
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ition questionnnires were scnt out to Sportsmen and Naturnlists through- 
out the Province as well as in. other parts of Cannda, during the four 
years 1932-35, requosting information un the local grouse situation, and 
any ovidence of sickness, disease or parasites. The replies to these 
questionnaires served to augment the written records. 


"Population studies in the ficld", says the author, "were 
carricd out at field stations established at various points. At ench of 
these, insofar as possible, the following observations were made: 

(1) Numbers. A Census of the spring sdults was meade bascd 
on brecding territorics. In addition, thc broods of young observed were 
counted so that any changes in the number of young in a given brood (the 
brood for a given territory) could be detected, and an average for the 
number of young in = brood could be msde for the whole or part of the time | 
Spent at a ficld station. 

(2) Ecological type preferences. The distribution of 
grouse territorics in various cover types was mapped. In addition, account 
was taken of the. vegetation and other ch:.racteristics of erch territory 
insofar as its limits could be detcrmined. 

(3) Life History. Much general 1ifé history information 
was noted. In addition certain factors, cspecially the territoricl] man- 
ifestations, which were thought to be of spceisl imports.nce in regulating 
numbers, were the subject of specially detsiled study." 


Through a mass of detailed study and research work, too 
lengthy and technical to permit us, in our limited space, to reproduce, 
the nuthor reaches certnin conclusions which he in part summnrises ss 
follows: 

"Periodically, ruffed grouse populations in Caneda suffer 
sorious diminution in numbers. These do not occur simujtaneously through- 
out the whole country. Even in Ontario there are local differences of at 
least three years in the time at which diminution begins. 


Such diminutions have occurred in Ontrrio in the follow- 
ing years; 1933-34 (and 1935 presumed); 1924-5; 1914-6; 1904-5-6; 1894-5; 


1885-4—5; 1874, 


f.ch diminution is preceded by comparative abundence and 
followed by comparntive scarcity, so tht the conditions of the ruffed 
grouse population over the sixty ycars for which data are available may 
be expressed as 2 periodic cycle of between nine and ten years. 


Field studics made at the timc of diminution showed 
that this took the form of « dying-off from disense, affecting chicfly 
young grouse, and taking place during the summer. Similar observations 
wore made by correspondents in many prrts of Canadae Ina year of dying- 
off the number of young surviving until fall is only half thst of a 
normal yenore 
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ie order to trnce the occurrence of parasites cnd dis= 
enses in ruffed grousc and other grouse, two hundred specimens were cx- 


= 


amined, of which one hundred and sixuy--two wore ruffed grouse. 


u 


The only orgeniom found to be significantly associated 
With the cyclic dimixnwiion, oP COMDATLDIG With Lts charkcterisuics was 
a blood protogoon, Leucocytoyoun bonzsac. 


Grouse cre found to be distributed in numbers throughout 
most of Ontcrio. In the greater part of tne Province, cyclic mortality 

is ne only factor ae wheixy Mumbors. In the semaihine area, nombers 
erercontrollod by the activities of men, in-particular through the reduct- 
100 Of the aren of suiteble woodlend by clearing and, still further, by 
using wooded arers for grazing domcstic anim-ls." 


IS THIS THE FIRST CONSERVATION LAW? 


ee 


Spesking of a close scason on Prartridge, we quote here- 
with on article which apperred in "The Reporter", Gananoque, and which 
shows tht even 174 ycars ago it was nocessary to protect the Ruffed 
Grouse to ensure its survival. 


"ir, Frank Eomes, of Hay Island, hag forwarded to Mr. 
Harold McCarney, president of the Leeds Fish ae Game Protective Assoc- 
dation, copy of a proclem:tion issued by Gcnersl Gage, which proves to 
have boon Canada's first game ‘law. 


ne fol). of Fors #rontenic at "Catamoukovi",. and of Port 
Lewis at Isle Royale or Chimney Island-called by the Indians "Oracoucnton", 
meening "Henging Fire" (the sun) ~ brought General Thomas Gogo to Montreal 
Vries. Dering His torm ot the Chevoav. of Montroal he issvod the Proc= 
lemetaon referred to. It is extremely probable, writes Mr. EHemes, that 
this, being issucd so onrly as 1762, is the first notice of the necessity 
for the couservetien of eame in Canada, Part of this informetion is taken 
irom Mr. Hames’ 1759 copy of the, Gontlceman's me Zinc end from the Domin- 
ion Archives. Thus the suthority is fully established and indisputably 
Gorrect. 

ho Proclamation roads 2s follows: 

By His Excclioncy Thomas Gage 

WerGh. 2o,..07 62 

Prohibition to kill aia, a 

Be it known that having found it proper for the good of 
the. Colony to assure opportunity .. on incrcase of Partridges, which 
are boing reduced from day to day by the pursuit of them during their 
miting poriods. We, in consequence forbid any person of what quality and 
condition socver, to kill, ccuse to be killcd, snsre or tunnel Partridges 


from the 15th of the present month until the 15th day of July in each 


yoor under penalty of one himdred livres, to be applied, half to the in- 
TOrMent, and tne Other Hels wo the poor of the perish in’ whien they are 
i lod won Or Carricda,” ¢ 


Done. and Given ot, 
he CGpoesenw of Montresnl 
(Signed) "Thomas Gage." 


OPEN SEASON FOR ODTER 
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The following Or -in-Council will be of intcrest to 
trappers: 

"That pursuant to the provisions of gubsection la of Sec- 
1200 3,08 the Game fnd Fisheries Act, it shell be lewinl to humt, tAce 
OPeeI IL COvLer aniany pars of eee ts (exceptias Crown Game Proserves, 
Preovineaol Parks, snd such other is on waich hunting and treppine are 
legally prohibited) from the lst en of November 1956, to the 2eum day oF 
Poerusry, -9S7 


DEER SEASON IN PARTS OF BRUCE AND CARLETON COUNTIES 
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Im addition to the seasons alremdy provided for by ‘the 
DOt,e tha following ae in-Couneil making provision for additional open 
BGasons hes) becn passed ; 

ne t parcuane to the provisions of Cleuse (c) of sub- 
section (1) of Section 6 of the Game and Fishorice Act, end notwithstand- 
ing the provisions leise (oe of Section 7 of ane Game end Wigheries 
Phot Voeshelio bo Jewful for any person whe 1s in possession of = License 
As required by subScction (1) of Section 1%, of the said Act, to hunt 
deer in accordance with the provisions of the various subsections of Sec- 
tion 50 of the snid Act; 

(ce) In that portion of the County of Carleton lying west 
of the Ridcau River, during the year 1936, from the 
5th day of Novembcr, to the 20th dey of November, both 
days inelusive, avd 

(b) In the Townships of St. Hdmunds, Lindscy, Exstnor and 
Albemerle in the County of Bruce, during the year 1936, 
from the 16th day of November, to the 2lst day of Nov- 
ember, both days inclusive." 


The use of dogs for the hunting of decr during the opén 
senson in the scid Townships of St. Edmunds, Lindsay, Eastnor and Albcr- 
merle in the County of Bruce is forbidden. 


THE ELK 


Hunters who take advantase of the open season for deer 
in who Bruce Peninsula are reminded that last year © number of Blk were 
rcleascd on the Peninsula and have now become established there. These 
Hlk are of course protected 2nd must not be interfcred with. ‘Ye issue 
this warning to forestall troublc. 


There is a standing roward of »100.00 offered for inform- 
etion leading to the conviction of any person or porsons guilty of kili- 
ing cny of these Elk. 


TAG ODvICUSs *pReChULLON, “nd “lt as good Sdvicc ai alt 
times, is, mekc sure you know what you ero shooting at before firing, it's 
too late aftcrwards to undo any indiscrction. 
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A CHANCE FOR THE (DEER HUNTERS TO CO-OPERATE 


Hcn year the Department issucs with the deér Licenses 
= form of return which it asks tho hunter to complete and msil to the De- 
partment -s goon as possible after the close of the decr scason, MThcre 
erc four simple qucstions to answer, viz:- the locality where hunting donc, 
did you obtain a decr, its approximate woight, and whether Buck, Doc or 
Fawn? 


In the past the number of huntcrs m-king this sei ais hes 
neem very disappointing. lest year, for exemple, only about 30% of those 
who purchascd licenses made returns. Secking an explanetion for the app- 
arent indifference on the part of the sportsmen we came across a letter 
tropa bunver whieh said in part, “A Lot of boys won't make) this revurn be- 
cause they aro afraid you will use the information to send tourists or 
others to their favourite hunting grounds. Why don't you tell them the 
teal Treason for thf return"? 


in the first place we would assure the huntors thet tie 
IniOMme Lion received is confidential and ebsolutely no part of 1% is used 
for advertising purposcese 


It is necessary that the Dop-rtment should know the num- 
Dero! deer ior both sexcs killod annually, the locntions where they arc 
found in largest numbers, and the territorics where they sre obviously 
gearce, in ordcr thet suitablo reguletions for their conservation may be 
fremcd. 
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~ne- amber of dcer killed “nnuslly ini relevion to the 
HObnt herd will of neccssity have an important bocring on the reznl; tions, 
The total herd enn only be cstimatcd, but there is no reason why the fig- 
Utce Or Gne annual kill by the hunters should not be mocuraic. 

we locations Of the kill provide,- table indieauime con— 
eivaone Of scarcity or plonty, and have a bearing on the openins or clos- 
ing of the senson in ctrtain locelitics. 

With over 20,000 hunters in the bush cach fell « means is 
rovided for obt-ining rcliable information of our decr herd not otherwise 
available. ££ brief reflection will convince the hunter thet this invorm- 
ation is wholly in the intcrcest of the sport. 
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SALE OF CONPISCATED ARTICLES 


Members of the enforcement staff of the Department in 
the porformance of their duties, more particularly whore violations occur, 
seize fishing end hunting equipmcnt from offcndcrs. Much of this cquir- 
ment following subsequcnt action which may be tnrken is definitcly confis- 


7 


cated and disposcd of by the Deprrtment at public salcs held periodically. 


During the last few days of Scptember the Department con- 
ducted one such sale of these confiscated articles. The articles which 
WerGvorTored in this sale included onc hundred and olghty-four fire-crms 
of various typcs,-high powered rifles, twenty-twos,-both single shot and 


roponting varictics, as well as single-barrelled, double-barrelled, and 


pump shot guns. Thcre were also ninetecn pieces of fishing tacklc, thirty 
Miscolinneous articles, such as flashlights, lanterns, axes, haverse.cxs, 


SUC ours end to lots of mixed animal traps totalling six hundred wraps 
steal food ONS 


Approximatcly four hundred tenders were submittcd to the 
Vepertment in the three day period during which the articles were open 
inspecvion ana oficerod for sale, end the, prices which preyeilcd, generally 


speaking, represented 2 very fair average. 


Pain 
Nh 


"EX, RAYS" 


Me officials in charge of the enguiry desk at the De- 
partment Exhibit in the Exhibition had many plecnsing talks with cnthus- 
iastic sportsmon intcrestcd in the display of Game and Fish. For the most 
pert the cnthusiasm was cngcndcred by the splondid specimens of grmc fish 
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On displsy, particularly the trout spocics, and the statistical inform 
a1on which formed pirt.of cach exhibit. 


Tet ant ormntiom was a revelation to tinny For’ av cmphas- 
igod the tact that the propagation of fish is on important part of the 
Department's Conscrvation programme. The planting of 700,000 yearli 
speckled trout this yoar and tho carrying over of 2,000,000 fingcrlings 
POR DiEnving noxt year reecived very fcvoureple comncnt. 


Whetover the failures of the past may have been, the .pres- 
cnt policy of biggcr fish scemcd to inspirc now cnthusiasm and awaken 
visions of future piscatorial pleasures. 


ine Feslizatiomw Of this vision of more. and bettceretisi— 


ing is contingont upon. the co-oporetion of thc fisherman, snd his gcal 
for law observanco nae lew enforcoment. 
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Thesmodel Tish: hatehery «bt th. Exhgbpivion was the socnl 
Pore oy 2 ercet deal of interest and discussion, ane as we watched its 
mony miniature taps flowing continuously day cfter day we were reminded 
Crone fect tint iniecrtain districts recently there wes nlmost a wat 
Pine, wana! sources of westo were rigidly checked. This Lec us to 
sOliltoguise once more on the subject of wastc as it Appli to the output 
AOLCnOrICS 


Undcr normal conditions = lcaky water tap will not per- 
cepuibly affect the wee supply of a community, but «n accumuletion of 
i sinuous weste involved will inevitably heave its 
eifces on, the available supply. The samc simile applics in connection 
with the fish in our lakcs and strcams. Individual minor law infrections 
do mot appenr serious, but cven minor infr-ctions, whcon compoundcd have 
Of Upsctiinge “tho bost Inid schemos” of men sad moture for pro= 


. 
Wicing bettcr fishing. 


We edmit of courge that the deprcedations of the law breeker 
ae N0teiner only Foxson for poor Tishing, or depleted weters. We could 
mime © degen Gifforent cruscos that have been pe need from timc to time, 
DEG teny Of those are tho Fesult of undustrinl development, or the pro= 
eress of civilizgetion and are difficult to regulate. Meny however, spring 
from thoughtlcssness and these it is possible to control. 


& fow of these contwollablo causes ero, the taking of 
undersizc fish, e=coaaae the limite of cetch, taking by illegal movhod 
end during closc scnsons, and the destruction of young fish by carelcoss 
angling mothods, c ote 
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A moment's thought will convince the most indifferent that 
waste and want are closely allied, and that even a most intensive programme 
of propagation and restoration will not succeed if hampered by extensive de- 
predations, however minor these may appear. 
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NEW CROWN GAME PRESERVES 
Since the publication of the last Bulletin the following 
additional Crown Game Preserves have been established: 


ey Ss oe Meme 
Brant Brantford The Paras Crown Game Preserve 
Higin Aldborough The West Lorne ee i" 
Kent Gore of Chatham The Wallaceburg ‘ ‘i - 
Lambton Moore The Brigden ! ' '! 
Lincoln Niagara The Niagara a i 
Middlesex Nissouri The Thorndale fie ost iu 
Nipissing Dist. LaSalle, McAuslen, 
Parkman, Wyse, Osborne, 
Garrow, Clarkson, Poit- 
ras, Jocko and Eddy The Jocko " % uM 
Norfolk Charlotteville The Turkey Point : » : 
Norfolk & Haldimand Woodhouse & Walpole The Varency te 3 us 
Oxford Oxford (East & West) The Cedar Creek i Mm at 
xLord West Zorra The Mud Branch ~- " Ss dh 
Welland Willoughby The Willoughby FE. " sf ‘ 
Welland Bertie The Bertie i " st 


Wellington Guelph The Guelph ri i it 
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In this issue of the Bulletin we have devoted considerable 
space to a discussion of the value of organized effort-in connection with 
the conservation of our fish and same resources. We have also attempted, 
by reference to the activities of several associations, to give some ind- 
ication of the effective work that may be accomplished by sportsmen in 
the interest of sportsmen. 


The success of an association depends to a large extent on 
the enthusiasm of its officers. If the leaders are active, wide awake 
and keenly interested in the principles for which the association stands, 
tnere is no fear as to the success of the organization. Enthusiasm is 
contagious particularly if well directed. 


A great many associations are wrecked on the shoals of in- 
activity. Enthusiasm will not be satisfactorily maintained by yearly 
meetinss. It is essential to the success of an organization that meet- 
ings be held as frequently as possible, particularly during the off sea- 
sons for fishing and hunting, and thet these meetings should be made as 
interesting and attractive as possible. Rural associations sometimes 
feel handicapped in this respect, and yet the social and educational 
possibilities available to the country are in no way inferior to those 
in the urban centres. The very fact that an association meets regulary 
will be a perpetual reminder to the members that the problem of better 
hunting and fishing can only be solved through co-operation and co- 
operation entails a knowledge of the conservation movement, which org- 
anized effort will do much to stimulate. 
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Within the past month the following new associations have 
been formed: 


North East Grey Fish and Game Protective Association, Meaford 
South Hast Grey Fish and Game Protective Association, Flesherton 
south Grey and Bruce Fish and Game Protective Association, lanover 
The Lakeshore Gun and Game Protective Association New Toronto 
The Muskoka Lakes Game and /fish Protective ese een: Bracebridge 


The Central Stormont Fish and Game Protective Association, Finch 
eco#eeeeeoeovreeoeevosgssewuvue ¢ @ 


Will Secretaries kindly advise us of any changes in the 
executive officers of their associations, so oes we can keep our rec- 
ords up to date. Mark communications "BULLETIN.' 


ee 


oPORTSMENS* ASSOCIATION 


ways a recent writer; “For great sport, for the fellowship 
of good scouts whose hobbies are the same as yours, and for an organized 
and unified influence on conservation in your community organize, or join 
a sportsmens! organization." 


The fall and winter are the seasons of sreatest activity 
among the sportsmens' associations. During these periods the fishing eauip- 
ment is csrefully stored away and with the close of the fall hunting out- 
door activities are more or less spasmodic. ‘The between season lull gives 
ample opportunity for the sportsmen to get together and plan thdse organ- 
ized activities which are so essential to the perpetuation of the sport. 


The work of the Game and Fish Protective Associations has 
become so well known and their usefulness so apparent that there is no 
question as to the place they occupy in st sphere of game and fish con- 
servation. An association however, serves a great meny useful purposes in 
addition to the work it does in connection with local hunting and fishing 
activities 


An obvious result of the gathering together of zeny group 
or or;anizetion of men to discuss measures for the cee Otel go hia 
be a spread of knowledge resulting in & more enlig! atened type of aoe 
and incidentally a better community to live in. A sportsmens’* organizat-- 
ion accomplishes these things, and, white it is concerned with the conser- 
vation of fish and game throughout the Province, it is primarily interest~ 
ed in seeing that everything possible is done to ensure satisfactory local 
conditions. 


It also serves as a forum for the exchange of ideas lead- 
irger measure of enjoyment of those recreational pleasures which 
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Most clubs hold regular meetings throughout the greeter 
part of the year. These meetings cre educational, instructive and. social. 
Local problems are discussed and measures for their adjustment devised; 
addresses by those competent to do so are arranged for, and these cover a 
wide franze of subjects of definite interest to Ogee Sie. while the “triend- 
} kindred minds't engendered by these “get together’ meetings is 
really worth while. The extent to whieh the social side is developed de- 
pends, of coursc, upon the organization itself, but active officers will 
see that it is not Sear tocar 


Planned outings for fishing «nd hunting are always a 
source of pleasure to those who take part in them. Skeet shooting activ- 
ities, instructions in fly and bait casting, etc. are features which will 
sorve to intensify the interest in hunting and fishing besides ensuring & 
lersor mensure of skill in both sports. Skill in operation means scatis= 
faction in accomplishment, 


An active association, constructive in its efforts and 
progressive in its ideals, will not only be of very great value to the 
community but will also render much assistance to the Department in the 
work of improving hunting and fishing conditions throughout the Province. 
That assistance is largely educational based on the idea that knowledge 
of life history and prevailing conditions will result in a larger measure 
of co-operation and a wider application of the ethics of sportsmanship as 
applied to fishing and hunting. 


The wild life resources of the Province are a priceless 
heritase given to us as a perpetual trust. That legacy is ours to use 
wisely but not to dissipate. Depleted waters and lack of game in forest 
and field are the result of abuse, coupled with industrial conditions, des- 
tructive of natural habitat and development. The latter we can assist in 
adjusting, the former is within our power to control. To safeguard this 
heritage requires co-operation and this is best accomplished by means of 
Oorginized effort. 


The benefits of organization are further stressed in the 
fact that local associations know the local situation as it affects field 
and stresm and are ina position to make such constructive recommendetions 
and suggestions to the Department as will assist in improving conditions. 
They con also materially assist in the work of planting and restocking by 
co-oper:.ting with the Department in carrying out this necessary work. Such 
service is of vital importance to the community «nd shows the need for coll- 
ective responsibility. 


From the standpoint of the Department of Geme and Fisheries 
it is obvious that it is exsier and more advantsgeous to co-operate through 
@® local association provided it is active and representative, than through 
a number of isolated individuels. The former should be the mouthpiece of 
united and considered opinion, while individuel effort, though very desir- 
able, frequently results in controversy becsuse of the personnl opinions 
involved. 


We believe that the work of the Pratective Associations 
throughout the Proyince is of very great value, and sre therefore anxious 
to encouraze the orgeniz.tion and development of these associations where- 
ever possible. The fact of membership in a Fish and Game Protective Assoc- 
iation implies good sportsm:nship, snd good sportsm:nship is the key to a 
liberal enjoyment of those healthful pleasures which are our heritage. 


"Organize, or join e Sportsmens’ Association." 
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CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES IN GREY AND BRUCE 
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Last week the writer assisted Dr. N. K. Dougl:s, President 
of the Grey and Bruce Game and Fish Protective Association, to organize new 
branches et Meaford, Flesherton and Hsnover. The enthusiasm of the Presi- 
dont of this organizntion for fish and game conservation is only exceeded 
by the untiring energy he displays in the pursuit of his hobby. 
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The Counties of Grey and Bruce have been effectively org- 
anized into districts and the slogan of the association, "to promote in the 
Counties of Grey and Bruce twhere nature really excels', a hunting ground 
of plenty and a fisherman's paradise" bids fair to become an accomplished 
fact. 


Speaking of efficiency the President had this to say at one 
of his meetings; "Co-operation without efficiency would not lead to worth- 
while results. This is illustrated very nicely in one comparison of present 
day conditions and those of say ten years ago. At that time we old timers 
of fish propagation used to meet the late C.N.R. train at 11,30 p.m. and geét 
our small fingerlings in containers similar to cream cans. The small fish 

ad travelled some £00 miles and were far from the peak of good condition. 

We travelled through the night to our streams then neutralized temperatures 
and planted our fish by lantern light. The chance of survival was very small 
indeed. Consider please our present equipment. Our modern hatchery where 
good healthy trout of 7 inches and over are produced; our modern trucks and 
containers distributing fish from this and other natcherics; the specially 
trained men to look after depositing of these better fish. All these items 
spell efficiency and are the back-bone of possible success." 


To the new organizations the Doctor vouchs:.fed this excellent 

advice: 

"1. Get well organized with good working live wires. Men who are interested 
and will not fall down on the job. This is a great hobby but it needs dil- 
igent attention. 

ee Make a list of your game and fish areas. In the case of speckled trout 
waters, try to have all these open for stocking and public fishing. 

Soe Study these areas and systematically keep recording the temperatures 
and conditions of your streams, 

4. Make « continuous raid on the enemics of game and fish life. 

5e Practice conservation and try to promote this principle in others, 

6. Become better equipped with the education necessary to carry on. Lect- 
urers on a yariety of subjects are readily available, 

7. By reforestation end other methods promote the best possible naturel con= 
ditions. 

8. Work hand in hand with the parent association in the matter of applic-:t- 
ions and questions pertaining to the district." 
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OMTAWA FISH AND GANE ASSOCIATION 
We have just received a copy of the report of President G. P. 
Gordon of the Ottawa Fish end Game Association for the year 1935-36, It is 
a clear and concise statement of the activities of the cssociation during 


the poriod covered, and as in incentive to other organiz: tions we quote ex- 
tracts thercfrom. 


"Tf the financial position of the essociation can be token 
2s a criterion of its health and activity, by that mensure we have meade pro- 


gress during Inst yenr. At the commencement of tac period wc had en unen~ 
cumbered balence on hand of $100.29 at the end of the period it is »140.29," 
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"Tf an indication of strength and virility is indicated by 
membership, we may congratulate ourselves on our position and the progress 
we have made. At the close of the previous year our membership stood at 
191; at the end of the year just closed it had reached a total of 595," 


Commenting on the report of the entertainment committee Tir. 

Gordon continues; "This phase of our activities was greatly extended last 
year. However, I think the name of this committee is a misnomer, It is, 
in fact, much more a committee on education than entertainment. Entertain~ 
oe should be merely the vehicle through which education is conveyed. This 

ssociation, to my mind, if it is worth while and effective, should bend its 
Beate towards protection and conservation rather than mere sporting and 
pleasure activities. Towards this end many ore entertainment (and there- 
fore educational) meetings were held. The best possible speakers were sec- 
ured on subjects of value and interest to the association, and at each mcct- 
ine several interesting recls of motion pictures were shown, We owe a debt 
of gratitude to both the Federal and the Provincial Governments for the ass- 
istance extended to us in those connections,” 


"your executive during the year arranged also for several 
speakers at mectings of the younger generation, undcr the auspices of the 
Yolt. ene 


Wr. Gordon continues by reciting the activitics of the ass-= 
ociation in Pbaid.. with restocking of fish and game birds, casting prac 
tice and tournament in connection therewith, and voices the appreciation of 
the association to Mr. Leach, the Game Overseer for "his untiring efforts in 
carrying out his dutics." 
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A VaRIED PROGiAME 
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The Toronto Anglerts Association is a very progressive org- 
anigation. It has recently sent out a gqucstionnaire to membcrs of the ass- 
ociation sugecsting that if sufficient mombcrs cre interested it will com- 
plete arrangcemcnts to inaugurate a Hand Creft division as & branch of the 
Association. This in addition to the regular programme of normal activitics. 


The programme of this branch would consist of instruction in 
the following arts: 
FISHING - Rod making, varnishing, winding ctc., fly tying, lure making, etc. 


HUNTING - Guns, Decoys, Boats, Hidcs, etc, 


CAMERA WORK - Proper use of an exposure metcr, cffcct of light end shade on 
outdoor work. 


KNITTING — New «nd old wrinkles in cquipment, or whet the woll dressed 
fishcrmcn may wear. 


FURNITURE - Ideas for comfort in the fishing club, or hunting lodge, or 
your own den at homc, mounting of fish spccimcns, ctc. 


TOURNAMENT CASTING - (and How) 
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We were visiting Bepti ee i cc last summer and were agree- 
ably (surprised to find! a fair sized © er containing some excellont ad- 
vice tacked up at available points Lai around the lake. We print it here, 
not because the ideas are onl but a emphasize the valueble work that is 
being done by association in the interest of conservation. We congratu- 
late the Baptiste Game es Fish Protective Association on its initiative. 


Ir YOU WANT GOOD BASS FISHIYG 
se IU a 
THE BAPTISTE GAME AND FISH PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION UNGUHST YOUR CO-OPERATION 
If THE FOLLOWING: 
1. DOW? BE 4 PISH KILIEA, 


You only spoil your own future pleasure unless of course your 


pleasure lies in the actual killing rather then the good fight that a game 
fish puts up. 


ia) 


A truc sportsman always admires his oe ee cae fight and 
good fight is what gives the thrill - Why kill a game fighter? 

On the level isn't it & rather poor ari £0 kill every fight- 
ing bass that has just given you a lot of pleasure? Besides, they grow 
bigger if you throw 'cm back-and the sons take after the old man if he is 
allowcd to breed ‘om. 


ee KEEP JUST ENOUGH FOR POOD AND LET THE “AEST GO. 
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Never mind the 6 limit-200 people on the like killing 6 bass 
por day during a 100 day scagon is 120,000 bess per ycar-and that's a lot 
of anything. 

Se WHT YOUR HANDS BEFORE YOU HANDLE A LIVE FISH TO THROW IP BACK, 


pu ee 


© «6 KILL THE NATUSAL BASS KILLERS - IF YOU MUST KILL. 
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Wall eyes, Snakes, Turtles, Suckers. 
11 TN f iy ao TE a] ie hegre 
5. BASS BETWEEN 2 1/2 LBS. AND 4 LBS, ARE THE 5257 BAUHEDERS. 


Thcy are also the best fighters - they are not record fish - 
Why kill them 


Ge KESP THEM ALIVE. 
If you must take your fish back to the dock to show: 
A. Use a stringcr thru the lips and keep them 
in the watcr as much as possiblé. 
Be Have a “live box at the dock. 
C. A fish-well in the boat is an idezl lifeesaver. 
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The situation on Pelee Island is so unique in the annals of 
pheasant hunting that it has created a great deal of interest and comment both 
in Canada and the United States, This article reveals the introduction of the 
pheasant to the island and its extraordinary development during a brief period 
of years. 


Pelee Island is situated in Lake Erie off Essex County, about 
fifteen miles from Kingsville and Leamington and directly opposite the town of 
Sandusky in Ohio. It is approximately nine miles long and four miles wide. A 
Township Council presides over the destinies of the island, and the number of 
roads interspersing the area bear witness to the fact that facilities for its 
industrial activities have been well provided for, These activities are mostly 
agricultural, the principal crop being tobacco, 


As the island is somewhat low lying an extensive system of 
drainage canals and ditches has been built to take care of surplus water, 
These are now grown up with bush, grass, weeds and vines, providing food and 
cOver of the finest sort for pheasants. Crops of tomatoes, corn etc. are of 
course not immune from the ravages of the birds. 


According to reliable information the pheasants were intro- 
duced to the island in 1927, the original stock consisting of about 24 birds, 
being shipped in from Ohio, through the courtesy of the Governor of the State, 
From 1927 to 1931 the birds were protected by close seasons. By 1932 however, 
they had become so numerous that it was found desireable to provide an open sea- 
son. The first open season was for a period of three days, and was restricted 
to permanent residents of the island. The bag limit was six per season. Des- 
pite the open season the birds continued to multiply and in 1933 the residents 
were granted another two day open season with the bag limit fixed at five per 
diye 


The island covert proved to be a natural habitat for this 
class of bird. The kill during the two day season merely sufficed to clean 
out the weaklings. Propagation was so rapid that the birds became an pest, and 
the farmers began complaining loudly about the destruction to crops and urging 
that something be done to thin out the birds. 


In 1934 The Hon. H. C. Nixon, Minister of Game and Fisheries 
and D. J. Taylor, Deputy Minister visited the island and viewed the situction. 
After consultation with the Township cuthorities an arrangement was nrrived 
at which provided for two open seasons of two days each, both of which were 
to bo open to the public. As & mcasure of compensation for dnmage done by the 
birds, the municipality wns authorized to chargo a license fee of two dollxrs 
($2.00) per season from cach non-resident hunting on the island, The situnt- 
ion on the island had received « gront denl of publicity and the response by 
non-resident sportsmen to the invitation of the opcn season wes very heavye 
The bag limit wis set at four per dry, and significant of the situation was 
the intimation that "two of the four may be hens." Thousands of birds fell 
to the guns of the hunters, while the treasury of the municipality was con- 
sidorably enriched by the license foc which it exacted. This first general 
shoot provided cxcellent copy for the newspapers and the fame of Pelce Island 
as-c parsdise for-phensants became firmly established. 
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It may not be out of place to remark that prior to the holding 
of this open shoot arrangements had tentatively been made for the municipality 
to trap several hundreds of the birds after the open season, and ship them to 
the Department for release on the mAinland. Compensation for this was provid- 
ed for in the arrangement. However, the shoot was such a success from a fin- 
ancial standpoint, that the residents changed their ideas about getting rid of 
the birds, and determined to capitalize on the situation, so no birds were 
shipped to the mainland. 


Notwithstanding the thousands of birds that were killed during 
the open season of 1934 the stock had not been seriously impaired and the pro- 
duction during 1955 was heavy enough to justify another two day season, with a 
bag limit of six per day (two hens). On this occasion the municipality charged 
non-residents a fee of three dollars ($3.00) for the privilege of shooting on 
the island. The influx of sportsmen was heavier than on the previous occasion 
and the accommodation of the island was taxed to capacity to take care of them. 
Probably close to 10,000 birds were killed during the two days and the result 
ae ae the island as the premicr pheasant shooting territory on the Con- 

inent. 


the result of the 1936 shoot is now 4 matter of record, There 

were two opcn scasons of two days cach and the bag limit was reduced to five 
per day (two hens). During the two opcn scasons about 1,150 sportsmen took 
part in the shoot end took from the islind approximately 11,000 birds. A num- 
ber of huntcrs spent only onc day on the islend. The newspaper reports of the 
shoot were vcry graphic and made the most of < unique situation. It is cd- 
mittcd howcver that despitc the thousands of birds thet were killed, there are 
still thousands left and no diminution in the crop is anticipated, 


In some quartcrs fcars were expresscd tht the number of birds 
wounded or killcd and not rcCovercd would be very high, To find out, as near- 
ly as possiblc,thc actual situation, the Depcrtmcnt instructed two of its Over- 
scers to comb the island with degs after the final shoot and pick up «ll birds 
not recovered by the huntcrs. Five crack dogs were used and « thorough comb 
of the islznd rosultcd in onc man recovering 9 birds, the other 11, whilc 
signs that probably 25 more had becn catcn by predators were notcd. Mcking 
duc allowance for any overlooked it would scem thet less than once pcr cent of 
the birds killed or badly wounded were recovered by the hunters. The cconom- 
ic valuc of the phcasant situstion on the islsnd is becoming of increasing im- 
portance to the residents. In #ddition to the tax collectcd by the municipal~ 
ity from cach hunter there is the mattcr of accommodation for 1,200 or more 
gucsts, transportation to and from the islend and motoring facilities on the 
island. This is how it works. We quote from an intervicw with Mr. H. W. 
Hunsberry in the St. Catharines Standard. "A farmer heving two hundred .cres, 
by reason of the phcasant shoot and the revenuc therefrom, had his taxes re- 
duccd by one hundred dollers this yenr. Morcover he had ten hunters at his 
home which netted him another hundred dollars. Two of his boys who had motor 
cars made a nost-ceg of fifty dollars, This case is typical." 


There are meny reasons for the cxtraordinary development of the 
pheasant on Pelcc Island. In the first pleco it is naturel pheasant country 
with an cbundence of food and cover. Bcing an island and fifteen miles from 
the mainland tho birds crc confincd to = definite cron, The Locntion of tho 
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isinnd cnsurcs a moderate climate, particularly during the winter season. 
The pheasant is a very prolific breeder and given reasonable care and pro- 
t0e¢tion, will rapidly incrcase in numbers. There sre few predatory birds or 
Arnamsis on the island. 


This in brief is the story of the pheasant situation on Pelee 
Island. What threatened to be a pest has become a source of revenue. What 
was begun as an experiment has developed beyond expectation and sound judge- 
ment has capitalized on the result. "Pelee Island", to quote from the Cleve- 
land Press, “has no parallel in North America for quantity of birds and ease 
Of hunting," 


“MUCH ADO ABOUT NOT HING" 

"Startled" would probably be « good title for the Bulletin 
cover drawing this month. It could also be used to describe our feelings 
when we came across the following headline, over a news item, ina recent 
issue of the Globe; “Hunters kill six tame deer on Guelph Farm," It is>a 
highly coloured story of the alleged depredations of some unscrupulous per- 
sons and the righteous indignation of the farmer whose herd of cighteen tame 
deer had been depleted by the slaughter of six of their number. 


A story of that sort usually demands investigation and whenever 
possible the Department endeavours to discover the facts. On this occasion 
eienopecuor visited the farmer, as a result of the news item, and dinvesti- 
gated the story. His report puts an entircly different complcxion on the mtt- 
er iand once more cmphasizes the fact) that « vivid imagination cen cause a 
great desl of unmneccssary worry. 


The impression given by the article in question is that this 
particul-r farmer had eighteen tame decr in an enclosure end that six of these 
werc ruthlessly slaughtered by hunters, As a matter of fact tho farm is not 
enclosed, there arc no tame deer, and what deer there may be in the immediate 
vicinity are frec to roam the whole countryside. The suggestion that the acer 
are the offspring of two fawns brought from the north and raiscd on cows milk 
is a myth. 


The farmer told the inspector he hed found the careass of one 
decr which hed not been shot but apperrcd to have been injurcd. He also 
claimcd to hve seen one deer which scemed to have becn injured. He had not 
soon or heard of any being killed, but by renson of the fact that men with dogs 
aro frequently hunting over the. land he thought thcre must have been six deer 
killed during the last three years. Whethcr or not there «re cightcen decr 
in the swamp is problematical as th.t number have not been scen in © group, 
and the same decr may have becn counted repeatedly. 


We belicve the farmcr when he says he fed some deer on his 
property last wintcr, and commend him for his interest in them. A great many 
farmers throughout the Province do the seme thing and take a great donl of 
pleasure out of sccing the deer sround. We also appreciate his point of vicw 
which makcs him dislike heving huntcrs with dogs shooting over his lsnd, be- 
cause he fccls "they are out to get the deer." Unfortunstcly some hunters 
arc very inconsiderate of the farmer's rights snd by their lnck of courtesy 
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create an antagonism on the part of the landowner towards the sportsmen whic 
is to be deplored. This antagonism undoubtedly inspired the suggestion that 
"“orobably six decr had been cillea", and the suggestion blossomed intc # color- 
Pus story void of fact, and which aroused the ire of decent sportsmen. ‘tories 
of depredations by poachers are numcrous and unfortunately ere frequontly just~ 
ified by facts. For this reason we are glad to contradict this particuiar 
story. 
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THE BLUE GEESE AT NIAGsRA FALLS 
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Oversceor A. eo Muma of Chippawa contributes the following inter- 
esting material on the migration of the bluc goose by way of the Niagara Liver: 
“For the first time in the history of the blue geese they migrated through 
south castcrn Ontario on October 27, 1935. Large flocks totalling about 
10,000 lit upon the waters of the Gpper Niegara River. Most authoritics be-~- 
tee ot they wore directcd on that course by weathcr conditions, and never ex- 
pected to sco thom again, but October 13, 1936, found them here once morc. It 
now sccms probeble that their migration nee may have changed. Whey are very 
intcresting to study. Those that are picked up after going over the Falls cond 
revived arc very tamc and not as afraid of humens as onc would expect. They 
will cat from the hand in a few hourst time. They are very cxsily domesti- 
cated and resdily make fricnds with othcr watcr fowl. Contr:ry to what some 

would hive us belicve there arc very fcw casualtics caused by the Fells, only 
the odd one going over. When they are ready to continuc their flight south- 
ward they leave the watcr in small flocks apparently heeded by the old gandcers 
who rcturn from time to time and start another flock on their wey. The 
sportsmen and pcople who love wild life heve taken a great intcrest in these 
birds, consequcntly thcy are given reel protection whilc in the district, even 
Ae it is open scason on them." 
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MORAL SUASION 
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Overscer KR, G. Sheppard of Ganenogue in a report to the Dep..rct- 
mont relatcs the following which shows good judgement on the part of the ort 
ieer concerncd. It also emphasigcs the fact thet en appeal to a man's honour 
will often timcs accomplish more than a resort to force. 


"Closc to the International boundsry but in Provincial wea ctCrs the 
Overscor noticed « non—rcsident fishing party in charge of guide. When the 
“proach of the officcr was observed it was evidently arranged thet the only 
oc on board without « liccnse was to appear as not hrving been fishing. On 
coming clongsidc thcir boat the Overseer noticed sn extra rod lying on the 
floor with a live minnow on the hook. Thc minnow wes still flopping. i 
onc mombor of tho party not fishing sat in a large chair recnding = paper. 
Yhen questioncd he took a very pompous <.ttitude and indignantly denicd use of 
the rode Tho guide kncw he was in denger of having his license cancelled, but 
with the support of the cntire party the officer was in danger of coming off 
sccond best. The non fishcrman cxtollcd his own virtues and his home standing 
socially, but the officcr was quite unimpressed. Finding the dic cost ~geinst 
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him the officer appealed to the mants sense of honour to decide for him 
whether or not he required an angling license and retired for a short dis- 
tance to observe the result of his stratezy. Ina few minutes the man was 
seen to fling down his paper, the guide pulled up the anchor and the boat 
proceeded to the nearest port where licenses were sold. As soon as the 
Overseer might cautiously do so, he too proceeded to the said port and 

there he was gratificd to find the man's name, newly inscribed, on the books 
of the license issuer." 
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DUCK SHASON CLOSES NOVEMBER 30TH. 
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sportsmen are once more reminded that the season for ducks 
and geese in Northern Ontario closed on November 15th, and that the season 
in all of the territory south of the French and wattawa Stivers closes Nov- 
ember 30th. 

It should bc noted that while the Game and Fisheries act, «as 
published, permits an cxtcnded scason in the Countics of Wentworth, Lin- 
coln, and the Countics fronting on Lake Eric this regulation hes becn super~ 
ceded by Federal Regulations fixing the closing date in these areas as Nov- 
cmber 30th. 

Cece ecececccccrevecece 
TRAPPING MICE 

The youth referred to in this incident reported by Overseer 
Crichton of Chapleau was eithcr very inexperienced or his sense of humour 
was somewhat misplaccd. Halcd into court for allegedly trapping without 
@ license, hc told the Magistrate he was going back into the bush, (a dis~ 
tence of seven miles, and with No. 1 and 1+ treps,) “to trap mice” $ 

Which reminds us of the little boy who stopped suddenly at 
the Department cxhibit of pelts in the Exhibition and pointing to the Weasel 


K 


(Erminc) pelts cxclaimed, "Mummy look at the white micc." 
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As this is the last Bulletin for the present year we be- 
lieve we cannot do better than direct your attention in retrospect to 
a few of the privilezes we enjoy as sportsmen and citizens of the Prov- 
ince. Many will look back with pleasant memories to a few hours, days 
or weeks, of healthy, happy sport on some lake or stream. The fascinat~ 
ion of the great outdoors, the lure of combat with a gamey bass, a cunn- 
ing trout or a hard fighting muskie, the skill in casting and the con- 
tentment of mind which is a part of the sport, these are some of the 
charms which make fishing one of the finest recreational pleasures avail- 
able to the sportsman. 


Others will recall with pleasure many happy incidents while 
engaged in the pursuit of game in forest or field. In large measure 
hunting presents the same attractive possibilities and healthful recreat- 
ion as fishing. ‘The fascination of the chase, the baying of the hounds, 
the anticipation, the realization, the inspiration of nature and the 
things of nature, and afterwards the companionship of good fellows in 
shack or cabin, these in part provide allurements which it is hard to re~- 
sist, 


It is impossible to recall these pleasent memories without 
realizing that we, the citizens of the Province and our tourist suests, 
are highly privileged in the facilities afforded us for enjoying our fav- 
ourite sport, Almost every variety of game and fish is available, there 
is « freedom from unnecessary restrictions and the scenic beauty of the 
province is surpassed or equalled by few other countries. ss the New 
Year approaches those of us who are accustomed to make New Year Nesolut- 
ions might well include a few pertaining to our favourite sport, for ex- 
ample: 
des: SESOLVED = that I will protect the rights of my Seale nn: smen by 
observing the various regulations governing the taking of game and fish, 
realizing that any excessive or illegal taking on my part ie sens the opp- 
ortunity of others to secure the fair share that rightfully belongs to 
every citizen. 

2. That I will by precept and example endeavour to spread the ideals of 
conservation and the ethics of sportm nship with a view to eliminating 
Lllieézal practices. 

3. That I will respect the rights of property owners and seek by court~ 
esy and co-operation to retain the good will of the farmer so that the ex-~ 
isting liberties of the sportsm:n may not be impaired. 
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4, That I will assume a personal responsibility for the protection of 
our wild life resources so that my children will be assured of the same 
recrestional privileses that I have enjoyed, 

Se That I will encourase all organized effort that has for its object 
the protection of game and fish and elso co-operate with the Department 
of Game and Fisheries to that end. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROTECTIVE SERVICE 
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The protection of game end fish in the Province of Ontario 
may be classified for reference purposes into three periods, {1} Krom 
Confederation to the appointment of the Game and Wish Commission in 1892, 
(2) Administration by the Geme and Fish Commission from 1892 to 1905, (3) 
Under the Department of Game and Fisheries from 1905 to the present time. 


During the first phase of the edministrztion of the same 
laws the enthority was vested in the Commissioner of Crown lends. I% is 
obvious tht during this period no organized attempt was made to provide 
warden service for the enforcement of the game laws. ‘The municipalities 
were endowed with power to provide such « service but few of them took ad~ 
vantage of their authority. Enforcement of law observance depended for 


the most part on private informers who received 4 part of the fine as com 
pensation for their vigilance. Because enforcement was the duty of no 


one in particular very few prosecutions were instituted, and the law break- 
er hed full scope for his neferious practices. Speaking <t a2 meeting of an 
Intern.tion:1 Committee hcld in fochestcr on November 10th, 1891, Mr. i. De 
Stow.rt who was then Scerctery of the Ontxrio Geme and fish Commission 
which was engercd in holding an enquiry into the game and fish situation 
in the Province said “Our Wardons ere paid a nominal salary of forty doll- 
es a your, «nd not wishing to incur the ill-will of neighbors, they ver 
wisely pocket the forty dollars & year and do nothing, There is no pro- 
tection, nd Lo.simply arises from the fact thet at hes been evenypody's 
busincss and nobody's business in particulcr to enforce the laws.’ Not- 
withstonding the lack of enforcement we are assured by the Special Comm~ 
ittce on tho Game situation 1931-33, and referring to this poriod, thet 
"The body of the Gamo Laws, howcver, wes <s sound es in other Provinccs 

F 


The Commission appointcd in 1891 to enquire into the same 
and fish situation reported in 1892, and, with certain changes in pers-- 
onnel, became « permancnt Commission to cdminister the Game and Fisherics 
Laws. Among other things the Commission recommended "thet < Provincial 
force of Gomc and Fish Wardens or Protcctors should be established," 

They further rccommendcd "thet the Sub-Yardens should be permanent resi- 
Gents of thc locnlitics undcr their supervision, because they care intimate- 
ly acqucintcd with the gamc districts and the residents of the neighbour- 
hood, and would naturally hear morc of what wos going on than « stranger 
could possibly do." It is clear that during the administretion of the 
Commission considernble progress wes m:dc in law enforcement. a force of 
permanent and part timc wordens was sppointed cnd considcring the extent 


of the territory covered, made considerable progress in the enforcement 
of the Act. 


In 1905 the Commission of Management gave place to a new 
Department of Government known as the Department of Game and Fisheries. 
During the admirnistretion of this Department considerable development has 
taken place in the protective service, as well as in the character of the 
laws.. At the present time there are 76 full time Overseers, In addition 
the work of enforcement is augmented by the serviccs of the Provincial 
Police. An auxiliary force of 947 Deputy Game Wardens also renders val- 
uable assistance. These men work without remuncration, inspired wholly 
by their desire to protect our wild life resources, They perform a very 
useful service and their presence throughout the Province has a moral 
effect which tends to curb law breaking. Othor auxiliary forccs doing 
valuable work are the protective Associations and the Press. 


THE WOsk OF ENFORCEMENT 

The primary function of the Department of Game and Fisher- 
ics is to administer the Game and Fishcrics Laws which are enacted to pro=- 
tect our wild life resources. Hach scction of tae Act has a definite pur~ 
pose whether it be the rcguleation of commcrcial fishing, the protection of 
the fur industry or the control cxercised over sportsmen in thoir own int- 
erests, and having in mind the best methods of conserving the available 
resources. Whilc the Department is making every cffort to cnsure observ- 
avec Of the Act, through moans of Hducation and Publicity, it 4s still, nec 
cssary to prosccute from time to time those who wilfully or negligently 
fell tO observe the regulations, 


It will probably be ncws to those interested in the wild 
life of the Provinec that during the twelve months ending on Novembcr Oth, 
last, & total of 1,011 prosecutions were instituted before the Courts of 
the Provinecg for violations of the Game and Fishcrics Act, and our officcrs 
wore succcssiul in setting convictions in 952 cascs, It will be noted 
from these figures that we are not only receiving the co-operation of the 
various Meeistrntcs throughout the Provincc, but that fcw cases are taken 
before thc courts without sufficient cvidence to convict. The fincs ass-— 
esscd os a result’ of these prosccutions cmountcd to over 311,500.00 and 


' 


Ponecd in sanopnts of from 31,00 to $740.00. In lieu of paying « fine, 91 


persons took altcrnitive jail scentonces ranging from 1. day to 3 months. 
The prosccution of offcndcrs is the unpleasant part the Department must 


play in tho cedministration of the Game end Fishcrics Act. Unpleasant cs 
it is howcver, it is novorthclcss very csscntial, 


While ench officer is required to be impartial «and cffic- 
ient in the carrying out of his duties he is also required to usc common 
sonsc end courtcsy in his trcntmont of the public. In this rcspect we 
would like to express s word of appreciation by scying that we believe 
those virtucs arc oxemplified by the evercnge field officer in the discharge 
Sf hie aotics. “Om thoir behalf and as proof of this, we would. like 10 
quote part of a letter reccntly reccived from onc of our non~resident hunt- 
crs. It is but one of many the Department receives from time to time 
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ecknowlcdging the courtcsy of the cvcrage Game and Fishcrics 0 


rn. Locucr issdated Novembor sbth, “L9s6, and as an pers 
ss follows: 

"TI cannot refrnin from referrine 28 the marked degree of 
courtesy cxpcrienced when one has anything to do with Canadian Officials. 
I would even go so far as to sey that when one gets on this side of the 
Pez.cc Bridge the change is quite noticenble. Some distance north of Tor- 
Onto we were held up. by two of your officcrs and ‘our game record and Lic- 
6nscs cxemincd, as was proper, but cll of it was done with such perfcct 
courvesy thet the cxpcricncc, so far from being unpleasant, stronsly in- 
clincd the hunter to co-opcrcte to the fullest possible extent. The fact 

hat «<= dny before - group of Amcrican Sportsmen had becn caueht in & bunch 
Of lics, without sufficient hunting liccnscs, cnd had parts of one déer 
scwed inside the carcass of another, indicc.ted thet underneath the courtcsy 
Beoerc. wee no lack of cificicncy. 


is ciaes | no SDB: thet 99 per cent of Amcrican Sportsmen wh 
@0 to Cnmeda fool about it es I do. Out of many -yenrs 6f this sort of 
thing has come my nssociation with Rod and Gun and my sense of gratitude 
hes urged mc to eeate for it without compensation as some smoll return for 
the good timcs and treatment I heve expericnecd in Canada." 
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SHCOTING of EAGLES and OSPREY'S PHONIBITED 

The irrcspressible boy with = ,22 rifle and the irrespons- 
Tove nuntor with & firo-arm of eny kind cre the bugbenr of the Protec 
Vericera, ine tomer pelicves 22) wild life that flashes seress) his vise 
ion is lcgitimnate proy; the lattcr knows bcttcr but his knowledge is no 
deverrent to his lust for slauehtor,. There is some excuse for the boy. 
Mie. COMscryecion Cf our wild Life resources has not, until recently been 
scriously brought to his attention, ond the laws in connection therewith 
hive to him «lweys been more or lcss obscure. There is absolutely no cx- 
cuse for the adult hunter, 


All this is mcercly prelimincry to stating co ecrtain 
hunters, youthful end adult, do not yet appcar to know thet Eagles and Os- 
preys «re protected by lew. Severel cases of Hagles being shot heve occurr- 
cd recently and the incidents havc been given « great deal of pudlicity. 


In ench of thesc ecascs the Department has made an investi- 
ection in an ettompt to cstablish the circumstances and take whatever act— 
ion wes dcemcd advissble. Of four cases investigated recently, two hnve 
becn prosecuted, « conviction being obtained in one while decision in the 
othcr is ponding. In a third case the circumstances were such thet no 
cetion was dccomcd advisable, while investigetion in the fourth case is still 
being carricd one It is = woll known axiom of law that "ignorance is no 
excuse’ so we advisc hunters to make themsclves familiar with the physicel 
charactcristics of thesc birds and carefully avoid their destruction. 
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CO-OPERATION 


Canadian Sportsmen are richly blessed, not only by reason 
of the fact that game of all kinds in the Dominion is fairly abundant, but 
also because our democratic ideals make possible a degree of freedom to 
enjoy the sport of hunting not possible to our brother Sportsmen in Imro~ 
pean Countries, including Great Britain. This freedom however, is ours 
not by right, but through the good will of our good neighbors, the farmers 
and landowners generally. Recently there has been a disposition to for- 
get this fact, particularly on the part of the irresponsible type of hunter 
whose ideas of what constitute the ethics of good sportsmanship are ata 
low ebb. Property rights have not been respected, and privileges have 
been abused. As a consequence a spirit of resentment is springing up 
which threatens to curtail those recreational pleasures we have enjoyed for 
generetions, through closing off the facilities which are essential to the 
sport. 


With the growth of Sportsmens’ Associations throushout the 
Province, there has come a remarkable and gratifying change in the attitude 
of sportsmen, not only toward the gamc but also toward the rights of the 
farmer, as well as a general recognition that the sportsman and farmer have 
much in common. The whole constitution of our economic system depends on 
co-operation. The farmer necds the city man, the city man cannot exist 
without the farmer. The same law must opcratc in connection with hunting 
and fishing. t is quite obvious that the cause of wild life conservation 
and that means the perpetuation of our sport, can only be successfully pro- 
moted through the fullest co-operation botwcen the farmer and the sports— 
mane This is thc problem which faccs the Sportsmens’ Associations at the 
present timc. It is an acknowledged fact that a large majority of hunters 
arc sportsmcn in the highest sense of the term. They not only carefully 
and conscientiously observe the law, but respect the rights of others. If 
all hunters were sportsmcn there would be no farmer problem. Unfortunstely 
in every walk of lifo wc find black sheep, in every business and profession 
there arc unscrupulous and dishonest persons, in every brench of social 
activity there are those whose cthical standards are considerably bclow 
per. The minority of non-sportsmen among hunters can, and do cause a 
grcat deal of worry to deccnt sportsmen through their perverted ideas of 
personel rights, and the thoughtless abandon with which they ride rough- 
shod over the rights of othcrs. Thcre is an ownership in all property 
whether it be land, fences, live-stock or crops, and this proprietary 
right must bo resPectcd. 


There are frequently conflicts of opinions as to the owner- 
ship of gemc.e Previous to thc signing of the Magna Charta by King John 
in 1215, all gamc in England was considered the property of the King and 
tho privilcse of hunting or shooting samc was confined cntircly to the 
Monarch. He could, of course, extend the privilege to his friends. On 
the signing of the Magna Charte the people secured many rights heretofore 
denicd them, onc of which was the transfcrring of the ownership of game 
from the King to the Crown, othcrwise the pcople, and no individuel can 
cleim ownership until he hes reduced such game to the point of possession, 
In the Unitcd States and throughout the British Empirc this is the law of 
gamc ownership. It is clear that while the landowner cannot consider he 
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is the owner of the game, nevertheless he controls the taking of the same, 
particularly in Southern Ontario, where there are few remaining Crown 
Lands, through Nae in a position to prevent the trespass by others over 
his property in their efforts to obtain possession, This bein; the case the 
sportsmen of the Provinces, especially in Old) Ontario, were eimoss entirely 
dependent on the good will of the property owners. We do not hesitate to 
say that the greatest enemies the sportsmen have in their relations with 
the property owners are the unscrupulous few who fecl that the possession 
of a license entitles them to trespass over private property, even after 
objection has been raised by the landowner. One has but to imagine whet 
his own feelings would be were he a landowner, and discovered certein so 
culled sportsmen trespassing on his property on an air of propriety which 
is annoying. These individuals will shoot at pigeons with no thought as to 
whether they are valuable or merely of the barnyard quality, ‘andijwilie dire 
at them while the birds arc resting on the steel roof of a barn, apparent- 
ly ignorant or merely regardless of the fact that shot renders this class 
of roof almost uscless. If the domcstic fowl heave syeeyee from the yard 
they will not hesitate to shoot thom, which is but an aggravated form of 
theft, while incidents of live stock of various kinds being wentonly or 
Baroloss y shot arc numcrous.e If you Mr. Sportsman had becn faced with 
these annoyances or personal losses you would then understand the prescnt 
attitude of the landowners who have been subjected to such indignities 


The Sportsman can perform no greeter service for himself 
or his fellows than to report eny infractions to the proper authorities 
end assist in the apprchonsion of the guilty. What «a different attitude 
it would create if «11 those who lovc to hunt would ct least acknowledge 
the rights of the landownor, preferrebly by obtaining his consent before 
g0ing on his lmnd, and would be carcful not to break down fences, posts 
or g2tcs, or loave the latter opcn when they should be closed, A further 
word Of procaution, never discharge firearms where cattle ere pastured or 
nom-r the home of thc farmer. Co-operation, common scnsc, and courtesy 
and the problem of trcspess is solvcd. 


For conserveationel reasons end to countersct the cfifects 
of unsportsmeanlike conduct it is very neccssary that the Sportsmens' Ass- 
ociations should scek to dcvclop closcr relations with the farmer. His 
hunting problems arc our problems, Without his co-oper-tion our sport is 
curtailed. Ho mtist bc shown thet sportsmcn mre willing end anxious to 
assist in thc protcction of his property. He knows from experience that 
the decent sportsman is both courtcous end careful, but unless he has the 
eo-Operc tion of ell such, how can he discriminste. Let us invite him to 
our mectings, cnd work out somc plan of closer contact whereby our mutual 
intcrests will become = common causc, 


DEER SITUATION 1 SOUTHERN ONTARIO IP PROVING 
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he value of protcctive measures and closc seasons in 
ioe ronapilitebion of our deer Herd is clcerly demons is a in the pras- 
cis situation in Southern Ontario. For a number of years, except for 
brict sezsons in Grey and Bruce, the deer in that eae of the Province 
lying south and west of the Counties of Bruce, Grey, Simcoe and York, in 
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addition to thc Countics of Lecds, Grenville, Dundas, Stormont, Glengarry 
and Carlcton have betn protcctcd by a close scason. The result of this 
conscrvation mcasure is now being revcalcd in reports from different sect- 
ions of thc arca, and it is obvious from these reports, newspaper and 
othcrwise that a great incrcase in the dccr herd is now spparent. 


Within the past few wecks wo have notcd the following news 
items in various nowspapers, A dccr was obscrved in the north end of the 
City of Toronto rcécntly making an unhurricd journcy along Eelinton Avenuc, 
Where it came from and whithcr it was going still remsin a mystery. Anoth- 
cr news itcm reports a finc big buck bounding out of the bush on to the 
middle of the road, in south Bruce and forcing a travelicr to halt his car 
tO AvVOid it. In the same item it is reportcd tht another traveller while 
driving in his car in Htiron County hed tho misfortune to collide with e 
decr, with resultant damage to his car, and minor injuries to the deer which 
gia Hot prcovont it mekine off Across the ficlds, A further’ incident of a 
like nature is rcported from north Brucc, but in this case there was no 
collision, although the driver had the misfortune to demage his'car through 
stopping suddenly on the slippery pavcment to avoid contact. In last month's 
Bullctin we referred to a nows item from Wellington County wherein « farmer 
clnimed to hrve cighteen deer on his farm. 


The writer was in Middlesex County recently and on leaving 
the farm home where he had been calling discovcred two fine docs standing 
Om ahe rond not 100 foet from his car. It appesred from inquiry that decr 
oes Qusuc numerous in the district, in facet reports from all over that sec- 
tion of thc Province convey the samc information. From Norfolk County comes 
a report that deer sre numerous in ccrtain townships, farmers having re- 
ported secing them grazing with their cattle, An eastern Overscer reports 
es follows; “Hlcven years ago, an Order—in-Council established 2 close sea- 
son for dccr in the United Countics of Lecds and Grenville. At that time 
there were not over thrcc or four deer in the entire County of Lceds, At 
the proscnt time I would cstimate the number to be over 150 or 200 in four 
townships alone, whilc othcr four townships have a lesser number which I 
would estimnte nat 150." 


There ‘aro many other roports along the same Lines all om- 
phasizine the fact that the doer are coming back to southern Ontario, be= 
ecnuse of the protection afforded them over a period of years. Because of 
the heavy scttlcomcnt in certain sections it is improbable that they will 
ever rgnin be es numerous «s they once were, nor will a cessation of the 
protcetive measures bc possible until the herd has increased a great deal 
more then at prescnt. Nevertheless the prescnt situation justifics the 
moensures now in force and once more cstablishcs the fect that Conservation 


end Co-operation arc the kcys to succcss in the restors:tion of our wild 
d27C FOSOULCES. 


ALGONQUIN PARK 


To cmphasize whet can be sccomplishcd by mcans of the pro- 
tection -fforded by Gemc Preserves, wo would drew attcntion to 4 recent 
ase in Algonquin Park, which, becnuse of the dramatic circumstances 
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surrounding it, aroused a great deal of interest. Through the co-operation 
of officials of the Game and Fisheries Department with the rangers in the 
Park, eight poachers were arrested while plying their nefarious business. 
Although these men had been operating for less than a month they were 

found to be in possession of 100 Beaver, 50 Marten and a considerable num- 
ber of pelts of other fur bearing animals. While there has been some poach~ 
ing from time to time in this preserved area it is obvious that furbearers 
and other animals will multiply quite rapidly when given reasonable pro- 
tection. 


DEER SITUATION IN NORTHERN ONTARIO 


The deer situation in Northern Ontario presents many prob- 
lems not encountered in the south. Among the chief of these are extreme 
climatic conditions, with a consequent lack of food, the wolf menace and 
the open season for hunting. It will be recalled that the winter of 1933- 
o4 was @ very severe one with heavy snow and & prolonged period of below 
zero weather resulting in a general freezing up everywhere. Cold and lack 
of food took a tremendous toll of the deer during that winter. As the same 
general conditions prevail every year at this season in varying degrees of 
intensity, it will be obvious that the plisht of the deer in winter is not 
a happy one. In addition to its struggle against nature, the deer is con~ 
tinually menaced by its natural enemy, the wolf. This animal is one of the 
most destructive forces against which it has to contend. In the report of 
the Special Committee on the geme situation in Ontario 1933, we find tho 
following statcment "No leading Qcer Stetc or Province has the wolf problcom 
in so menacing « form cs Ontcsrio. This problem of ours is shared but not 
alleviated by conditions both in Manitoba and Quebec, on the west and east. 
Our observation of the situation here obliges us to place the wolvcs prom- 
incnt cmong the causes of deer destruction during the pst forty yerrse" 


The Department desires and is making strenuous sttempts to 
eontrol the wolf through offcring & bounty on every onimel killed, 1t is 
clear however, that the numbers of wolves killed fluctuates regardless of 
cycles end bountics. When the wolf bounty was {40.00 the average take 
was 2,000 per yeere Duc to the lack of co-operation of other States and 
Provinecs who refuscd to pay the samc bounty as Ontario, the Dep rtmcnt 
was forccd to rcducc the bounty. During the ycars 1926-28 when the Domin- 
ion was cnjoying a weve of prospority the bounty of 315,00 was not a big 
induccment to the trappcr, neveorthcless during these yesrs the numbers 
killcd increased tremendously, reaching « record high for onc year of ovcr 
6,000. It would scem, thercfore, that during these years either there was 
morc intensive trapping or the cycle of abundance was at a ponk. The cycle 
appearcd to drop off again in 1933-34, or the scvcrity of the winter made 
operations difficult, for the numbcrs dcstroycd got down «gain to the 2,000 
mork. During the past two years it scems to be on the incrense again as 
indicated by the available figures. The control of the wolf is « difficult 
problem because the arca of the Provinee is very large snd in much of the 
north country sperscly populntcd. This mcens that the pack has a wide 
rangc and limits the destructive operetions thet can be conductcd sgainst 
it. <Anothcr factor th:t renders the operations difficult is the cunning 


me prone 8 ‘ 
a int * hbulun tae 


iis iy iyi Mie ‘ 
ap Nai £ 
Te sal 


wha opty ‘ih : ma PRN ALR SRNR HARD 2) 
wets Sia ie ‘tol dah Rae at hn Prive hi 
» ane eit et RM aan j 
etna ae ain Han pr neue ye . 
Ast » 5 {" eh ay am 1 i mf Whe on ae i ig 
aly ty fy 4 at sit Ry 


‘a a 3 t 


Mos) wt 3 | , 


ate i ul odes Ny 

| SU CS 
7 Y 
ein) 


A 
Wyte 
J tetra 


ny 


fy ih fo 4 


#4, 
Matin 


ea i ic on 
in 3h By ae 


Wl ! 
Dera aly tee ia 
eb ey Da Lara 


Hi OB Ne le 
is ‘nie it fav ayy’) oy 


ny tiated 
HE Ch ynieate tl 
Auk iano LY, Poa Kio) ' get) : 
; re ith RID a WMS ay ye : onthe 
retail coat et bu pe’ og ee me, oly rm aa 
sonnei Daas Loman ! Sie 1h 


pine bik ea a hyd wea Poll . pin 
i | i. ae Ar Re UA aa in ih ote bie 
Aint ; ; ; A, ; te HOR t Bee 


ae 2 Aes 


Ac A 


of thc wolf itself. Because of this highly developed instinct it is diff- 
icult to trap, and the process requires considerable experience. 


Due to the heavy loss of deer during the winter of 1933-34 
the Department deemed it advisable to bring in legislation that would re- 
strict the annual kill, in order to restore the herd to normal again. 

That legislation took the form of a buck law with reservations intcnded to 
overcome ccrtain difficultics that might be experienced by the hunter in 
carrying out the terms of the Act. The restrictions have been met by the 
Sportsmen with many varied opinions. Those opposing it claim that many 
deer are illegally shot and left in the bush. This suggestion probably 
has somc foundation in fact, but officcrs of the Department madc extcnsive 
scarchcs in the vicinity of camps conccrning which reports were made and 
in few instanccs wore deer discovered. It is truce that many partics makc 
an attcmpt to bring out illegal dccr. Bctween 30 and 40 such wore scizcé 
this fell and distributcd to Hospitals end othcr charitable institutions. 


The new law has not been in forec long cnough to justify 
any oxtensive claims of benefit to the decr herd through its opcration, 
neverthcless the provision against the indiscriminate shooting of does and 
fawns together with two good winters for decr, appear to have resulted in 
& markcd improvement in the decr population. In this respect it is inter- 
esting to notc a report from an Oversecr in the Rainy River district. This 
officer kceps a chock on the number of dcer and moose taken annually in 
his district and recently submittcd tho following comparative statemcnt, 
covering the past thrce ycars: 


Yoar Moose Decr Bear 
1934 we E18 
be SIG) 108 Slay 
1936 177 444 oD 


The same Oversccr also comments that very few docs end fewns 
wore taken out. From Timmins the Ovcrscer reports "The Moose and Decr 
in this locality have incronscd very rapidly during the last few years. 
There are also favourable reports from thc Nipissing district. Despite 
the feet that-thcre has becn an increase in the number of hunters it would 
appear from the verious statements rcccived thnt the game has also shown 
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THE JACK RABBIT 

The big game senson being over and the ducks having now 
continucd their southern flight under protection of the law nothing much 
in the way of gamc is available to the huntcr cxeept the rabbit. Hundreds 
of sportsmon however, are cnthusiastic regarding the plczsure to be ob- 
toainoda from this class of sport and are cpprecintive of the healthful rec- 
rontion which pursuit of the despised "Jack" affords. It is a wily foc, 
swift as ce greyhound and as kcen as o fox. Tho open country over which it 
travels and in which it is found rendcrs its destruction difficult unlcss 
the hunters cre orgenized to cncompass its downfell. This mcans an eppronch 
from 211 directions scndwiching the prey in between the lincs of advoncing 
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gunners. Even against such organized and frequently mass attacks its 
speed is a wonderful defence. While the average farmer, particularly 
the fruit grower looks with disfavour upon the animal, the sportsman 
considers it an acquisition to the game possibilities of the Province, 
and Ontario is the only Province that has the Jack available for the 
pleasure of the sportsman. The pursuit of the Jack too appears to be 
one occasion upon which the opposition of the farmer to the hunter on 
his land is not so pronounced. It is true the hunting is done at a sea- 
son of the year when the least damage can be done to crops, etc., be- 
cause the ground is usually frozen and covered with snow. 


While this species of rabbit is commonly called the "Jack" 
it is in reality what is known as the European Here. The Jack Rabbit 
of Westorn Canada while it resembles it in some respects differs greatly 
in others. The Canadian Jack ranges in size from four to seven pounds 
and like the varying Hare or Snowshoe Rabbit changes its coat in winter 
to blend with the snow. The European Hare on the other hend ranges in 
weight from about cight to sixteen pounds and retains its brownish col-~- 
our throughout tho ycear. 


The origin of the “Jack” in Ontario can be readily traced 

« farm near Brentford. Here appnrently a number were kept in captiv-~ 
y Until the carly yonrs of the war when through neglect of fences or 
herwise they were released and have since spread in greater or lesser 
numbers to almost every section of south western Ontario. To the writer's 
knowledge, they have travelled as far north as Bruce County and as far 
east as Durham County. They are very prolific breeders and in many ins~ 
tances will produce about seven litters in a year. The usual number of 
young is from two to five per litter, and unlike the Snowshoe Rabbit the 
young are born with their eyes open and fairly well furred. The young 
have been found as early as February and from then to September, other 
litters will be born at periodic intervals, Some years ago, shortly after 
the Jacks hed scattered throughout the district and were discovered in 
sufficient numbers to be hunted it was not uncommon for sportsmen to bag 
them from sixteen to twenty pounds in weight. During recent years however, 
one is rarely captured in excess of fourteen or fifteen pounds. The rea- 
son for this has not yet been satisfactorily explained. They do not burr- 
ow in the ground like the Snowshoe, and their favourite resting or hiding 
laco is a plowed field, where the furrows afford a measure of protection, 
There they will lic partially covered with snow and are almost invisible 
until the sportsman approaches and the danger becomes obvious, Tor the 
most part they sense danger in good time and «re away before the hunter 
comes within range. Frequently however, they hesitate too long end per- 
mit the hunter to get too close before breaking from cover, then it is 
bad for the Jack. They do not inhabit the swamps or wooded areas, al- 
though they will pass through them when chascd by dogs, but prefer the 
open fields. The damage they do to wheatfields and sometimes to young 
fruit trees can be considerable. 
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THE VALUE OF UPLAND GAME BIRDS 
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We believe the value to the farmer of the upland game 
birds is becoming more obvious as we learn more of the life history and 
activities of these birds. As they increase in numbers we find them 
being attracted to the farm lands in search of food or the protection 
which the long grass,weeds or shrubbery affords. ‘These birds provide 
the farmer with efficient and effective service as insect killers and 
weed destroyers. They are the machine gunners of the agricultural ind~ 
ustry waging a relentless war against the massed attacks of the insect 
battalions, and thinning the ranks of the weed menace. As an effective 
fighting force they are invaluable and will carry the war of control 
over insects and weeds to the extreme outposts where even expensive 
spraying machinery would not reach. To change from the militaristic to 
the practical however, we are informed by the Biological Survey of Amer- 
ica that in eight months Quail in Virginia and South Csrolina are esti- 
mated to have eaten 1,341 tons of weed sceds, while « day's destruction 
on one farm amounted to 46,000 weed sceds to the acre in twenty-four hours. 
The North Dakota Fish and Game Bulletin states "A single Pheasant will de- 
vour 500 grasshoppers a day, and a covey of Quail will clean the beetles 
from an acre of potato vines." 


It is obvious therefore, that game birds on the farm are 
a real asset, both from the standpoint of service and that of beautifying 
the farm. To be cffective however, they must be given consideration with 
regard to food and coverage, particularly in the wintcr when the former 
is difficult to obtain. But in addition to this they must be controlled 
against overpopulation consistent with the food available lest thoy, them- 
Solves, vuccome 2 pest, This control is best exercised by legalized and 
scasonsblce fall shooting restricted as to se.son and with bag limits fixcd 
in accordance with the birds available. This control is a matter for mut- 
uel understanding and good will between the sportsman and the farmer, bdc- 
cause as stated clsewhere hercin, the game is neither the property of the 
farmer nor the sportsman but with the proper spirit of co-operntion is 
avallable to both. 


THE LICENSING OF TOURIST CAMPS 

Recently we obscrved Editorials in two Toronto Newspxpers 
edvocating the licensing of tourist crmps in Northern Ontario for the better 
protection of tourists. It will be of interest to note that this suggestion 
has beon in practical cffect for almost a year, During the 1936 Session of 
the Legislature such a provision was cdded to the Game and Fisherics Act 
and became coffcctive on June lst, 1936. The Act provides that "It Will 
be unlewful, cxcept under the suthority of a license, for any person to own 
or operate a tourist outfitters camp in that part of Ontario lying north 
of the Canadian National Railway line from Parry Sound to Pembroke, via 
Scotia, Madewasken and Goldcn Ieke." Tho Act further provides that the lic- 
ense fcc shall be 310.00 in tho exse of residents, and ‘325,00 in the case 
of non-residents. This lcgislation was not cnacted with the idea of fur- 
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nishing additional revenue to the Department, but was as a matter of 
fact, instigated largely on the recommendation of camp and summer re- 
sort owners in the district affected. This summer, a special officer 

of the Department made an inspection tour of the camps in the area from 
Pembroke to the Manitoba boundary. His work was not of an arbitrary nat-. 
ure but consisted of a preliminary inspection of the camps with suggest- 
ions for their general improvement where necessary and the issuing of the 
camp license. In all four hundred and twenty-seven camps were licensed, 
eighty~three of which are situated in the district of Kenora, seventy- 
nine in Nipissing, seventy-four in Parry Sound, sixty-six in Algoma, thirty- 
eight in Sudbury, thirty-two in Manitoulin, twenty-seven in Rainy River, 
nineteen in Thunder Bay, seven in Renfrew County and two in Patricia dis- 
trict. Three hundred and eighty-eight or 91 per cent of the camps are 
operated by residents while the balance «re operated by non-residents. 


The regulation of these camps will be of a supervisory nat- 
ure, while a degree of protection from undue encroachment will be «fforded 
those who already have made large investments in the est-blishment of perm 
anent camps. The licensing of these camps will also be of much assistance 
to the Depcrtment in the protection of the fish and game resources, because 
it places an added responsibility on the owners to see th-t law observance 
is miintcrincd so far as ech individuel cemp is conccrned. As the license 
is rencwable yearly it is obviously in the intcrest of the liccnsec to sce 
thet his operations cre conducted in such « minner that the best possible 
service end accommodation will be offercd the tourist at rates consistent 
with the class of service rendcred. Thc threst of eancelletion will, it 
is bclicvcd restrain ony operator who contempletcd any unscrupulous prac 
ticc. 


From the stendpoint of the owner or operator much benefit 
should accrue. Hmbodicd in each application for a license is a question- 
naire asking for information in connection with the camp which might be 
available for the Department to disseminate to tourists, The answers pro- 
vide information as to the number and kind of cabins, the various kinds 
of boats, number of available guides, names of cdjacent lakes end rivers, 
kind of fishing, cdjacont hunting territory, species of game to bo had, 
nearest Provincial Highway and distance therefrom, nesrest railway, and 
any other gencral information the operator may care to supply. This in- 
formation whcn received is not only tabulsted for the use of the Depart- 
mont of Geme and Fisherics but is also prssed on by us to the Provincial 
Tourist and Publicity Bureau which features the tourist cdvcrtising work 
for the Province and responds to thousands of cnquirics yearly for just 
such informetion as will now bc systematically available from the camp 
operntorse This scrvice should prove of very great benefit to those cn- 
eceed in the opcration of tourist camps in north-westcrn Ontario, and the 
supcrvision cxcerciscd under the license will cnsure protection for tho 
visitor. 


NEWS ITEM 


A conference of Dominion and Provinciel suthoritics will 
be held in Ottewn on the 4-5-6 Janucry to discuss the game ond fish sit- 
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uation and it is possible the: Migratory Birds' 4ct will be included in 
the discussion. Ontario will be represented at this Conference. 


The following from one of our Overseers shows the "'Vers"— 
acilitvy of our Field Force: 
5S ‘i GNS 


ie aa Cea ack 
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The equinoctial storms are past, 
Follow mornings with hoar frost white, 
Tamarac green turns brown at last, 


A full round moon betrays the night. 


Chilling waters, impulse giving 

To the lake trout, far deep below, 
reproduction, eee living, 

Dark shoals for spawning brighter show. 


Both from the soil, and from the town 
Harkening back to ae of yore, 
Poachers with their snares come down 
Frowling along the Sane shore. 
Under Ris coat, 8 net concealed- 

It covld be easily cast away, 

A boat, only to him revealed 

Was it there wher you passed to-day? 


Lifts oars from the brush, steps on board, 
Like a shadow he plies his way 

Burlapped thole~pins~sure to afford 
Silence, lest he himself betray. 


spank: Maureders of night 
filling the trout that are spawning, 
ee cee away with coming light 
To their lairs, before the dawning. 
EPILOGUE 
To have your cake and eat it, 
Impossible as can be, 
A spawning fish defeated 
Is the surest way to see 
Our lakes and streams depleted 
Of all the finny tribes, 
And Sportsmen will not gather 
For all of Beauty's bribes 


To the Steff, the Field Force and Sportsmen in general, 
A BArPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YHA. 
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Toronto Ontario 


Hon. H. C. Nixon, Provincial Secretary, Published to stimulste interest 


Minister in charge of Department, in the conservation of the Wild 
Lives Maitural Resources of the 
Dew eay lor , Deputy Minister. Province of Ontario. 
Vol. 1. 1. NOe Se 


In this issue, the first of a New Year, our thoughts are nat- 
urally directed ahead rather than backward. ‘The old year presented us 
with much to be thankful for, despite the inhumanities that still persist 
in the world of men. ‘The New Year is still an unknown quantity. It has 
unlimited possibilities from the standpoint of the sportsman if we but 
catch a vision of the spirit of the times as manifested in the ever grow- 
ing desire to conserve and restore our wild life resources, and realize 
our individual responsibility for the success of that ideal. 


The year that is opening up before us is also unfolding for 
the wild life that inhabits forest, field and stream. What is our att- 
itude towards these resources of nature going to be? It should not be 
founded on the conduct of others, unless that conduct is based on the high- 
est ethics of sportsmanship. "If everyone", says a recent writer, "con- 
ducted himself in accordance with the worst of us, little would remain for 
any to enjoy; but if many of us will cach conduct himself according to a 
high ideal mach will remain for all of us and even for coming generations." 

The cthics of sportsmanship dcmand thet we keep certain ideals 
before us while enjoying those healthful recreations which our wild life 
affords. In hunting there are many things thet "just nrentt done," 
Every good sportsman knows what they arc. Let us refrain from all uneth- 
ical practices to the cnd that more geme will survive and as a consequence 
more will be available. 


To the angler we suggest a yoar of "Fishing" rather than 
"catching fish." There is a subtlc distinction between the two which im~ 
plies a keoncr intcrest in the art and less in the result. The thrill of 
fishing is all in the battle and not in the outcome. There is more pleas- 
urc in outwitting one gamey adversary through skill and strategy than in 
catching half a dozen by more forecful but less skilful methods. Let us 
fish for sport rather than food end the supply will keep pace with the de- 
mande 


Imbued with such ideals we see ahead « year of concerted eff-- 
ort on a common front, with the assurance thet we are gradually drawing 
closer to . realization of our dreams of Better Hunting and Fishing. 
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PITCHFORKS AND PETTICOATS 


Reposing in a case in the East Block of the Parliament Build- 
ings is a specimen of the Atlantic Salmon (Salmo Salar) which once was 
found in large numbers in the St. Lawrence Liver and Lake Ontario and as 
far as Niagara Falls, where this majestic barrier prevented further mig- 
ration. It is a relic of pionecr days when natural conditions favoured 
its development and the streams were still more or less free from poll- 
ution and obstructions. We are reliably informed that this particular 
specimen was mounted about 1883, and represents almost the last of the 
race so far as Ontario is conccrnede Occasional specimens were seen for 
probably another decade, but thesc may have been stragglcrs from the coast 
or lowcr rivcr hatchcrics. One reason for referring to this particular 
spcecics of ‘departed glory' is the fact that while plodding through some 
ancicnt volumcs covcring conditions half a century or more ago we came 
across the following interesting and intcnscly suggestive cxtract from a 
report of the Department of Marinc and Fisherics for the year cnding June 
oOth, 1869. It was read at an Intcrnational Conference held in Rochester, 
1891, and is headed "Special Report of Mcssrs, Whitcher and Venning, on 
Fish-breeding at Newcastle, Ontario." "We proccedcd yesterday to Newcastle, 
Ontario, in compliance with your dircctions, and mdc a personal inspection 
of the fish-brecding establishment there under charge of Mr. Wilmot. ‘The 
premises arc situated on Baldwin's or Wilmot's Creck, a small stream tra- 
vorsing the Township of Clarke, in the County of Durham, and discharging 
into Lake Ontario, about forty miles cast of Toronto. This creek is well 
situated for salmon, as it forms a natural inlet of the sheltered bend of 
the lake between Bondhead and Darlington. Although at its entrance into 
the lake it passes through a marshy lagoon, the bed of the stream farther 
iniand is of a gravelly nature and the watcr is pretty clear, regular, 
and lively in its flow. In carly timcs it was famous for salmon, great 
numbers of which frequcnted it cvcry autumn for thc purpose of spawning. 
They were so plentiful forty ycers ago that mcn killed them with clubs 
and pitchforks, women scincd them with flannel petticoats, and scttlers 
bought and paid for farms end built houses from the sale of salmon, Icat- 
er thcy were takcon by nets and spoors, over 1,000 being often caught in 
the course of one night. @Goncurrcntly with such annucl slsughter, manu- 
factorics <cnd farming along the banks had obstructed, fouled and changed 
the creck from its nitural state, and made it less capable of affording 
shcltcr and spawning grounds. The yearly decres.sing numbers at length 
succumbed to the destruction practiscd upon them cach season from the time 
of cntcring the creck, until nearly the lest stragglcr had been speared, 
netted or killed." 


We erc not preparcd to state that the clubs, pitchforks and 
flannel petticonts wiclded with such abandon were the sole cause of the 
extinction of this specics, but we do omphetically declare that they 
hastcned its demisc. 
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CHAPLEAU CROWN GAME PABSEAVE 


The value of Game Preserves is graphicaily illustrated by an 
item in a daily newspaper which states thet more than fifteen hundred buff- 
aloes have been shot in Alberta recentiy, because there were too many of 
them. In Rondeau Park a large number of deer were shot this winter for the 
same reason. During the past two years the Department has been conducting 
an intensive campaign for the establishment of Game Preserves throughout 
the Province. Much additional land has recently been set aside for the pur- 
pose, particularly in South-western Ontario, and very gratifying reports 
have been received in connection therewith. That these Preserves are an 
important phase of the conservation movement is acknowledged, but it is ex- 
tremely intercsting as well as gratifying to have their effectiveness des-— 
cribed at first hand by a recognized authority on the great outdoors. The 
accompanying article by Ozark Ripley is taken from Forest and Outdoors,-1932. 


"Not so many hours ago I travelled in northern Ontario through 
& prescrve territory which I had visited years ago while on hunting and 
fishing trips. It is within contact by railway, but not yct by automobile. 
To be cxact, it is known as the Chapleau Preserve and includcs the great 
arcas of watcr of the Messanabic with its meny tributarics, all flowing to 
the untamed northland. And then but two hundred yards on the south side of 
this part of the Height of Iand all waters flow south, starting with Dog 
Lake, Manitowick and aftcrwards the Michipicoten river is the take off which 
ultimatcly cnds in Lake Supcrior. 


The vast canoe routcs in either dircction were not whet held my 
attcntion so much as the amazing incressc of game end fish, both within the 
poundarics of the preserve «nd, strangc to say, for somc ways on the out- 
sidc where hunting and fishing are open at the bchcst of the public during 
cortain cstablished scasons,. Ycars ago, all this acreage was thrcatencd 
with depletion of gumc and fish. The lcss conscicntious logging concerns 
whethcr of the pulp wood varicty or actual timbcr itsclf, thought nothing 
of fcoding thcir crows at the cemps with moosc meat and venison at all sea- 
sons of the year. The devastating Finn took game and fish and fur at will 
with any devicc he could summon to his hclp. Whitc men of all sorts did 
likcwise. Both the Cree and Ojibway Indians begnn to do the same since, 
they argued in a mentnl freme of sclf-protcction: “If wo do not get them 
first, tho white min will"! Something which would never hsve occurred to 
the northern aborigines hed not the Christicn white man shown them his love 
for wanton waste. 


Bricfly, on immense tract of land was set aside for a fish and 
gome sonctucry some five or six years ago. I hed to rub my eyes several 
times before I could belicve the great change that had takon place through 
actual enforccment of the sanctuary iden. It was hard to believe that I 
was cwake when I began to sec moose aftcr moose and beaver sfter beaver and 
ottcr when ec few years ago it took hard hunting to discover any signs of 
wild lifc, save in thc most remote hcunts of the present preserve, 
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A normal increase is always expected in a preserve or game 
Sanctuary, but when I began to see almost as many moose on the out skirts 
of the preserve near Messanabie, Nemegos and Lochalsh, only then I was 
able to realize its true value and what was being given directly to the 
sport loving public by it. Nothing registers conviction like a good 
healthy increase everywhere outside the boundarics of a preserve and the 
educational value it has on so many within close contact with it who 
never before gave a thought to the reasons for the scarcity of wild life, 
or the opposite. 


Starting a preserve way off in the wilderness parts shows rare 
acumen in the mattcr. Our delays have usually been that we go in for 
the subject of national and state prcservcs in many instances after ccr- 
tain arcas have been complctcly deplctcde Then the purchase of brocding 
stock from clsewhere is necessary, stock which requires considerable time 
to accommodate itself to the locality bcfore it responds to the call of 
Nature to reproduce its kind. A sanctuary which is cstablished before 
game is dopletcd has a chance and docs show a rapid incrcasc. There 
gamc is protcctcd against its grcatcst cnemy, man, and against preying 
ercaturcs during the brecdin; scason and for all periods of cxistencc. 


That the overflows from very large prcserves will reach the 
public was attcstcd by the fact of the numbcr of mature moose I saw a 
long ways off. from thc limits of tho sanctuary, particularly in local- 
ities where gamc in recent ycars had become noticcably scarce. I gazed 
in admiration ncar Woman River, at the largest bull moose 1 ever saw in 
all my lifc. Such an immense velvet spread for this timc of ycar, such 
gigantic sizc! How did this huge creature cscape for ycars the huntcrs 
was past knowing, save that the confines of the preserve hed afforded him 
and his kind real sanctuary when most necdcd. 


That majcstic fcllow rcfused to be startled at my presence 
though two cows farther off from mc with twin calves, refuscd to accept 
mc as harmless, like the massive bull, and quickly trottcd off into the 
forest. The bull stared contcmptuously, then wondcringly. ‘when he re- 
alized that I made no further advance tow.rd him, he lowcred his great 

cad to the water and began to feed on the succulent vegetation. Then 
I meditated and said to myself that this preserve was saving this and 
other big heads for some lucky hunter in the future. 


Perhaps the first question that comes to a government, state 
or private individual, when contemplating sacred precincts for wild life 
is, will it pay? What was before mc in the Messanabie region could well 
be clscwhere. For the vcry same sort of thing was snsworing the question. 
I thought docply und from cvery slant, commercinl ond otherwise, end I 
came to the conclusion that the Chsplcau Preserve, if inventoried, would 
show om profit, dike oll of tits kind. Tho  bonver, -ottor, mink ond other 
furbearers which have hed sanctuary here and heve multiplicd in their 
setual pelt value on the m-rkct would amount to a big sum of money. The 
dcecr, bear, moose and grouse were augmented in value greatly when consid- 
cration was given to their full cquivalent in moncy cs cstimetcd by the 
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cost of the hunting license fees, the money paid to common carriers, out-~ 
fitters and even the sporting goods stores which supply the equipment to 
the hunter. Think all of this over, even to the very clothes the hunter 
wears, or the canoe the suide employs, guns and ammunition, for until we 
cover all this we can not get right down to the true dollar and cents val- 
UE o 


The movement of moose, deer, grouse and other game can not al- 
together be confined. ‘When they take a notion to move out of its bounds, 
they will do it against the inhibitive wishes of man. And everywhere, 
perhaps on a small scalc, where private or government or state sanctuaries 
have been cstablished, there is a Nemegos, Lochalsh, Messanabic or Woman 
«iver into which game has lcakcd to provide sport for someone." 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
In last month's issuc we statcd that game belonged to the 
Crown, ic. the people, and the right of posscssion within the law was the 
heritage of all. This right of possession we pointcd out involves certain 
individual proprictary rights over habitat which must be overcome before 
posscssion is lcgel within the law, 


Such rights cannot be climinated by simply riding roughshod 
Ovor private property, and the attompt to do so by irresponsible hunters 
is gradually creating « situation which must reccive the sorious consider- 
ation of cvery sportsman. Hunting in Canada is not the prorogative of the 
rich alonc. Evcry man, whatevcr his social stctus, may indulge in this 
healthful recreation. For gencrations there has bccn almost complete frec- 
dom from intcrfcercnec in the lcgsl pursuit of game. An cxtonsive game 
country sparscly populatcd, and a tolcrant farm population have fostered 
a systom in kccping with thc dcmocratic idcals under which we live. 


In short, wo have boon gcncrously permittcd to roam almost at 
will over hill and dale, forost and field, as if such freedom were ours 
by some constitutional right. It is a systom we have greatly enjoyed for 
it madc possible’: general participation in the pursuit of game which is 


only fcasible where the cost is nogligiblc. 


Timcs have changcd however. The development of agriculture, 
with its intensive crop routine, livestock raising and kcener intercst in 
well kept lands, has not ohly largcly destroyed habitat, but made the 
farmcr less anxious to welcome the strangcr on his property, Fences are 
no longcr thc picturcsque zigzag roils of othcr days, and while probably 
more artistic, are less expablo of supporting the weight of those who find 
it convcnicnt to climb thom. As « result they sre casily destroyed unless 
care is cxercised in climbing over them. Thero is a right and & wrong Way 
of doing this, but unfortunatcly, for the many who are carcful, there are 
incronsing numbcrs who heave the impression thet -. compnratively thin wire 
has the carrying capacity of . ccder rail, and procced to scramble over, 
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with disastrous results to the fence. Listen to the farmer, a genial, 
good natured soul with whom we were discussing scme aspects of game pres- 
ervation the other day; "I put up a new wire fence", he said, "and two 
days tater some fool who wanted to get over it chose the weakest point, 
haifway betwoen two posts, and lert a sagring, drooping fence in his wake. 
Is it any wonder, he continued, that the fairer is teginning to resent 
intensely the intrusion upon his property ot hunters garnerally, Why, my 
neighbour, Mr. Blank, going home for lunch from the bush, where he had 
been cutting wood, noticed three binters crossing his land, but did not 
interfere with them, On returning to his job after lunch he discovered 
that his logging chain and crosscut saw had been stolen." 


From a local newspaper dated January 6th, we copy the follow- 
ing headlines with an extract from the news item: "Wearied by Hunters,--- 
County farmers protest damage - prefer rabbits, If itts a question of 
whether they would rather acconinodate hunters or rabbits, farmers will 

take the rabbits. At one time farmers welcomed the increase in rabbit- 
hunting popularity, but there is a change of opinion, Among other damage 
laid to the hunterg are broken fences, gates left open and trampled crops," 
As a matter of fact the farmer welcomes the control of the rabbit menace 
by the hunter provided it is dene without involving him in needless ex- 
pense and less, However, rabbits do net destroy fences, tremp down fall 
wheat or destroy domestic live stock, hence, his alleged preference for 

the lesser of two evils. 


We commented upon this situation rather fully last month, but 
it seems necessary to keep the natter continually before the intcrested 
sportsmen until some definite concerted action is taken te appease the 
farmer and protcct those recreational advantages we have enjoyed for gen- 
erations. Only cne who is familiar with hunting conditions in Europe, in- 
cluding Britain, can appreciate the advantages of a system which enables 
the main whose inccme is below the income tax hbravket to enjcy in large 
measure the same cutdoor sport as his more favoured fellowman. Over there, 
hunting is a by-product of wealth, and game is controlled by individual 
management. The hills and dalss are reserved for private sport while the 
grouse, the stag, the fox and the rabbit are nourisned with loving care to 
provide income for ths owner aud recreation for those whose bank accounts 
will pernit them to indulge in hunting them. It is a sysvem which stin- 
ulates the preduction of game for commercial purposes, but, so far as the 
man with avcrage income is concerned, offers few opportunitics for sport, 


It is difficult for a Eyropean with a knowledge of conditions 
in his part of the world to understand how it is possible for us to re- 
tain a supply of game at all unier a system which psrmits everyone of 
legal age to shoot, and his inherent ideas regarding the proprietary rights 
of landowners would probably receive somewhat of s shock were he to wit- 
ness the abandon with which some of our hunters comport themselves on pri- 
vate property in the pursuit of game. He would early learn however, that 
the majority of gunners are decent, lawabiding citizens, while the minor- 
ity have not yet legrned the ethics of sportsmanship, but, through organ- 
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ized effort can not only be controlled, but largely assimilated. He would 
also learn that behind the scenes is an administrative Department carrying 
on a programme of conservation, propagation and restoration which has a 
most important bearing on the results, 


We acknowledge however, that the freedom we have enjoyed and 
which has been in effect for genorations is passing throvgh a period of in- 
tense and critical testing such as it has never before cxpcrienced. It is 
essentially an equitable system developed under the influcnce of democratic 
ideals, and yet it can survive only if we realize that it is ours, not by 
right, but by privilege, In short Mr. Sportsman we must get togethcr to 
control the non-sportsman group or we shell wake up to find our privileges 
cancelled. The farmer holds the key to the gituation, let us show him that 
we not only respect his rights but are conscious of our privileges, and are 
determined that the despoiler shall no longer cvade the consequences of his 
misdeeds. 


& reccntly formed association, whose members are kcenly inter=- 
ested in jack rabbit hunting, has taken the following method of ensuring 
that its drives will be orderly and its members respect the rights of the 
landowner, Esch member is supplied with a red arm band on which is in- 
scribed the neme of the Associetion and the owners number on the membership 
roli, It is essential to a participation in any drive organized by the 
iIssociation that cach member should wear his arm band and, before starting, 
a canvass is made to sec that each hunter is provided with a gun license, 
The members arc duly impressed with the nccessity for care and courtesy 
while hunting over private lands and each hes a restraining influence over 
the other. If, however, a member of the party should run foul of a farmer 
for some act which invokes censure, the identification of the man concerned, 
if the act hes not been witnessed by another member, may readily be made by 
the farmer sending the number on the arm band to the Secretary of the Assoc- 
ination. Disciplinary action will then be taken by the Association, It is 

a step in the right direction. 


= bee rere sewers. RU cane S 


BACK Ur THE GAME WARDEN 


A Ma Ot RAT ALO NES RES A AG EOI 


The Game Warden is the protector of our wild life resources. 
He is charged with the enforcement of the Gamo and Fisheries Laws, and 
these laws are framcd with the iden of conserving public property to en- 
sure its wise usc in the best interest of all concerned. His part is a 
difficult one, however, The constable who decals with the petty lawbreaker 
as well as the most hardened criminnl has the sympathy of the mass of good 
citizens, despite the fact that there are those who scem to think that pros- 
ecution for a minor offence is persecution, and the officer who does his 
duty in this regard is an oppressive bully. There is a widespread impress- 
ion among the gencral public however, that the Game and Fisheries Lrws are 
not scrious contenders with other laws which demand obedience, or elsc! 
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They are thought to be more elastic in their scope and thus may readily 

be stretched without any particular qualms of conscience. As a result the 
Game Warden when he does his duty frequently gets more abuse than sympathy. 
"What are a few birds more or less, or a few fish over the limit or under 
size"? asks the thoughtless nimrod and the short-sighted angler. "Nobody 
is teing hurt thereby and besides I might as well have them as the poacher,’ 
Such an attitude of mind is to be deplored, It is the embodiment of self- 
ishness for it cempletely ignores the rights of others or the inevitable 
result of the indiscriminate use of any cormodity. It is too bad that des~ 
pito all the cfforts of conservationists we still have the poacher, but 

two blacks will never make a white, and the unvarnished truth is that tak- 
ing fish or game illcgally is just plain breaking one of the ten command- 
monts, and that,it must be admitted is serious enough to warrent the inter- 
vention of the protective officer. 


~ 


The activities of the Game Warden sare dictated by the necessity 
for the protection of our resources and the elimination from our sporting 
activities of the element of unfairness which characterizes infractions of 
the regulations. The good sportsman is always careful to observe the letter 
and spirit of the law. In doing so he naturally has to curb his desires 
and restrict his pleasures, It exasperatos him therefore, to see others 
with less pronounced scruples calmly ignoring the regulations and making 
light of their actions. 


The laws regulate the wise use of the available resources, be it 
game or fish, and an accumlation of minor infractions may be serious for 
any specics or district. The Gume Warden is invariably courteous and im 
partial in handling what is, after all, = difficult job. He deserves the 
co-operation of cvery sportsman and the backing of every lewabiding citizen. 
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CONCERNING THE 22 
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Of the various classes of firearms in use today the .22 rifle 
presents the greatest problem to the protective officers, Its destructive 
power is not gencrally understood, and because of this it is alweys a source 
of potential danger. In the hands of inexpericneed youth and irresponsible 
age it is a serious menace to game propagation, and is the favourite weapon 
of the poacher, 


In connection with the confiscation of arms for infractions of 

the regulations, it has been a recognized custom, where the offence is a 
minor one and the Department deems the offender has been adequately punish- 
ed by the Court, to sell tho gun back to the owner. Having in mind however, 
the very resl problem presented by the .22, it is possible that regulations 
may be put through depriving the Department of the authority to return con- 
fiscentcd .22 rifles or airguns other than at the annual scle where these 
articles are disposed of by written tender. 
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THE AUTOMATIC SHOTGUN 
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At a recent wild life Conference in Ottawa, attended by rep- 
resentatives from each Province, a discussion took place on the class of 
weapons to be permitted under "The Migratory Birds Act." A resolution 
was adopted legalizing the use of the automatic shotgun when properly 
plugged to hold only two shells.. If this is put into effect, Ontario will 
probably change her regulations and permit the general use of the automat- 
ic shotgun when properly plugged to conform with the above resolution. 


Ante ee Uae 100m omer 


NON-RESIDENT ANGLING STATISTICS 


The value of the Tourist Industry to the Province has been 
emphasized in a previous issue of the Bulletin. Its importance becomes 
more and more evident each year as records are made available and data in 
connection therewith is systematically tabulated. The Department of Game 
and Fisheries exacts a license fee from non-residents who desire to fish 
in the Province. A tabulation of the licenses issued divulges some very 
interesting information. Returns to date show that. a totnl of 48,097 non- 
residents angling licenses were issued during 1936. This total does not 
by any means represent the number of visitors legally fishing within the 
Province. It is provided by the regulations that "children under the age 
of twelve years may angle without a license, when accompanied by a member 
of his or her family who is in possession of a non-resident angling lic- 
ense." Further provision is made for the issuing of a special Family Lic- 
ense covering ca husband, his wife and their children not over the age of 
twenty-one years, at a fce somewhat higher than that for an individual lic- 
ensee. Of the total numbers of licenses issued 12,810 were Family Licenseg. 


It is regrettable that, because of the provisions in the licenses 
covering children and whole families, figures are not available showing the 
total number of non-resident anglers. It is possible however, to obtain 4 
rough estimate of the figures by averaging the number of anglers to each 
license. A conservative estimate of the average number of children under 
twelve fishing under the protection of an individual license would be one 
per license, This gives o total of 70,574. A husband, wife and two chil- 
dren would probably be a reasonable estimate of the numbers fishing under 
each family license and would represent a total of 51,240. Combining these 
two groups we have a grand total of 121,814 non-residents legally enjoying 
the recreational advantages of the excellent fishing provided by the Prov- 
inceée 


It should be noted of course that the above total in no way 
represents the numbers of tourists who are lured to the Provinec because of 
the available fishing. A large number of individual licenses are issued to 
married men whose familics accompany them during the holiday period, but 
the wife and family have other recreational intercsts so are not included 
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in the expenditure for fishing, nor in the above totals, There are others 
who do not figure in the computation, but perhaps we had better not be~ 
come involved by trying to carry our analysis further, 


As each licensee furnishes the Department with his name and 
address it is possible to compile a distribution of the different states 
and countries represented by the license holders, It is interesting to 
note that every State in the Union with the exception of Idaho, Oregon, 
Utah and Wyoming had representatives fishing in Ontario last summer. ‘The 
nearby States of Ohio, Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania and Illinois sent 
us thousands of sportsmen, the others contributed lesser numbers in direct 
ratio to their geographical locations, The Provinces of Canada from Brit- 
ish Columbia to Quebec supplied their quotas of visiting anglers but the 
Maritimes are not represented. Most interesting of all however, is the 
information that fishing licenses were sold to visitors from such widely 
seprrated parts of the world as England, Java, Porto Rico, Australia, Hast 
Africa, Panama, Hawaii,India and the West Indies. 


In view of the steadily increasing numbers of non-resident ang- 
lers added to the ever mounting totel of resident fishermen, additional 
restrictions may be necessary and it is just possible that non-residents 
will be limited to the export of one days legal catch instead of two. 
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We would draw to the attention of sportsmen the fact thet a 
Session of the Legislature has been called for mid January and will prob- 
ably be functioning before this issue reaches you.e In connection there- 
with a circular letter has already been mailed to the sportsmen's Assoc- 
iations reminding them that the Fish and Game Committee will meet sometime 
during the Session to study the Game and Fish situation, end that any rec- 
ommendations or suggestions from the sportsmen for presentation to that 
Committce should be forwarded to the Department, This intimation is sent 
out carly so that the verious Associntions may have an cpportunity of dis- 
cussing the problems which arise during the year and of preparing the nec- 
essary recommendations in connection therewith. Even among sportsmen it is 
not to be expected that there will be uniformity of thought or general 
agreement as to what constitute the best measures for the control of hunt- 
ing and fishing and the conservation of the resourecs which make these sports 
possible. The sportsman's attitude of mind, his brendth of vision, his 
practical experiences and the conclusions he has drawn therefrom, his will- 
ingness to concede the rights of others, and that others may be right, these 
are some of the individual characteristics which invariably make united 
representation difficult. 


It is essential of course that in any discussion of the Game 
and Fish problem which is likely to terminate in a resolution or recommend- 
ation to the Comittee of the Legisleture, and which, if actéd upon, would 
affect all sportsmen, the matter should be approechcd from the standpoint 
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of the greatest good for the greatest number, having in mind the fact 

that game is a common heritage and in no sense have sportsmen an exclus- 
ive claim thereto. The matter must also be viewed from the standpoint 

of what is best for the protection of this common heritage looking towards 
the interests of future generations, and not merely our own individual or 
collective recreational pleasures. 


The necessity for co-operation and the benefits of organized 
effort are never more apparent than when discussing the advisability or 
otherwise, of amendments to the regulations. Individual ideas and opin- 
ions are apt to be coloured by local conditions, or hastily developed with- 
out a knowledge of all the facts, and as a result the conclusions arrived 
at are frequently astray and the remedies of no practical value. A general 
discussion of all the circumstances however, will invariably bring out most 
of the related facts and the assembling of these facts makes the task of 
drawing up constructive suggestions easier and more truly representative. 


I want my lad to be a man 

With red blood in his veins. 

To be with sportsmen all he can 

And watch them as he trains 

To bait a hook, to tic a fly, 

To thumb a reel, and cast. 

To play a trout, or nobly try 

To land a bass, at last. 

To learn to love the great outdoors, 
And thrill at nature's charm. 

I am content, he then abhors 

The things that bring him harm. 

He'll grow to manhood strong, and then 
In body, soul, and mind, 

Hetll love and share with fellowmen 
The things that thrill his kind. 
Hetil do his best to win, if fair, 

No mean advantage take. 

To share the shots in life, and care 
To lasting friendships make. 

Hetll smile and take the goin or strife 
If win or lose his lot. 

He'11 learn to aim his best in life - 
No cripples = just one shot. 
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in the Pennsylvania Angler. 
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Life Natural Resources of the 
Del, Taylor Deputy Minister. Province of Ontario. 
Vol. l. alk No. 6. 


Conservation has become one of the most important words in 
the English language. We find it featured in the pages of our newspapers 
and magazines. It is the theme of discussion at all of our Game Protective 
Association meetings. It has a very definite bearing on all phases of our 
economic, industrial and social life. The preservation of the sources of 
wealth are the concern of the nation. Industrial organizations practice 
conservation in order to protect their capital investment. Insurance Com- 
panies have Conservation Departments engaged in trying to protect and ex- 
tend the span of human life. Social systems and social services are de- 
vised with the object of conserving health and contributing as much as poss- 
ible to humen happiness. Every Department of Government which has to do 
with natural resources is preaching the conservation of these resources. 

The Department of Lands and Forests, for example, is carrying on a campaign 
of conservation through reforestation, to save the soil and restore the for- 
ests. The Department of Mines is concerned with conserving the wealth from 
the mines for these resources once exhausted can not be replaced. The De- 

artment of Game and Fisheries is directing its energies towards the con- 
servation of our wild life resources. And so the word enters into almost 
every phase of our complex system of national life, and has become a chall- 
enge to our ideals of social, recreational and industrial achievement. 


Conservation, from the standpoint of all those interested 
in wild life is the hope of future abundance. It concerns every sportsman, 
nay, it implies Sportsmanship. It means viewing these resources from an 
unselfish standpoint and recognizing the inherent rights of others in them. 
It demands that we curb needless waste by the exercise of personal restraint, 
and the observance of the regulations. Its success involves co-operation in 
its broadest sense, individual as well as collective, for only through co- 
operation can we ensure worth while protection. 


The value of our wild life resources is beyond computation. 
We may in part arrive at a rough estimate of their economic value, but their 
aesthetic and recreational values are personal and therefore, priceless, 
"Conservation means the wise use of our natural resources." Let us exer- 
cise wisdom and conserve a valuable heritage. 
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WHAT THE SPORTSMAN BRINGS HOME 


The Sportsman is frequently a much maligned individual. He 
is pictured as setting out armcd with the latest scientific weapons of des- 
truction and killing indiscriminately for his own savage pleasure the deni- 
zens of forest and field, laie and stream. He is charged with being brutal 
and sadly lacking in the finer attributes of life, because he takes pleasure 
in the pursuit and destruction of the creatures of the wild. The picture is 
not only misleading it is altogether erroneous. It is true that certain in- 
dividuals who possess sporting equipment are lacking in those qualifications 
which distinguish the true sportsman, and by their actions frequently bring 
discredit upon the great majority of decent sportsmen. But it would be just 
as wrong to judge the standards of the majority by the actions of a few, as 
it would be to condemn the Church because a few members run foul of its 
teachings. The ethics of sportsmanship provide the finest ideals for char- 
acter building and citizenship, and these are exemplified in the propor pur- 
suit of fish and game. 


In a recent editorial the Maryland Conservationist discusses 
this matter under the heading "What Sportsmen bring home." It is an enlight- 
ening article on the health giving and recreational value of the twin sports 
and the stabilizing influence which these sports have on the physical, men- 
tal and moral characteristics of the sportsman. What does the sportsman 
bring home? The visible evidences of his skill with rod and gun are a legal 
and legitimate reward of his adventures, and his right to these can not be 
disputed. These rewards are not always forthcoming however, and frequently 
he returns empty handed so far as game and fish are concerned. A sportsman 
however, is not primarily interested in supplying the table with food or of 
stocking the larder for future use,-therefore, the game he returns with is 
merely the proof of his success, What he does bring home is of far greater 
importance than game or fish or trophies of the chase. He brings home a 
body hardened and toughened by strenuous exercise, bronzed perhaps by the 
sun and glowing with a renewed vitality. He returns to work in better phys- 
ical shape to meet the cares of business or the exacting demands of industry. 
He has recaptured in the outdoors the spirit of youth and life has become 
less trying. Says the Maryland Conservationist. "He goes into the woods 
with two strikes on him, and he comes out ready to knock a liner clear over 
the centre field for a home run." 


Of course it will be arguod that there are ether ways of 
keeping physically fit which do not require the shooting of any of the wild 
things of the forest. One might, for example, hunt with a camera instead 
of a gun, and get most of the strenuous exertion incident to hunting. We 
admit there is some truth in this and are happy to note that ever increasing 
numbers of hunters are side stepping the gun for the camera. It is a fore- 
gone eonclusion however, that all forms of sport do not have an individual 
appeal. Men have been hunting since time began and will continue to do so 
as long as there is any game to provide an incentive. The sportsman who 
ventures into the wilderness with rod or gun is taking part in a game which 
provides many antagonists, and it is the overcoming of these which supplies 
that physical and mental rejuvenation so much desired by the tired business 
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man. There is, for example, the mental combat against weakness of will; 
patience and perseverance are very necessary and the desire to quit is al- 
ways present. The difficulties presented by rough heavy terrain have to be 
conquered, while adverse weather conditions tend to weaken his fortitude. 
Then too, there is always the element of disappointment caused by the elus- 
ive quarry that leads him to within sight of his goal, the prospective prize, 
then with a flip of the tail or a toss of the head disappears perhaps for- 
ever. Such incidents cause even the best of sportsmen ea twinge of disapp- 
Ointment which rapidly gives place to a chuckle of amusement for, hare and 
tortoise like "the race is not always to the swift" nor the prize to the 
best equipped. In any case a good sportsman is not primarily interested in 
dead game, but derives his pleasure from the thrill of combat, and win or 
lose he is satisfied. It is obvious therefore, that a great deal of phys-~ 
ical effort and mental restraint are necessary to the enjoyment of rod and 
gun. 


In addition to a body hardened physically and better equipp- 
ed to resume the activities of business and social life the sportsman re- 
turns from a hunting or fishing trip with renewed confidence in his om 
ability to stand the "gaff" because he has tested himself in an environ- 
ment which calls for physical and moral strength, and has not been found 
wanting. Close association. with nature develops a new outlook on life and 
a greater respect for the Creator, Thus he brings home more than a better 
body. He brings back a mental outlook on life which has been readjusted to 
view conditions as they should be and not as they are. In the cool refresh- 
ing breezes of the great outdoors the cobwebs of mental sluggishness have 
been blown away, and left a mind, keen, alert, wholesome and 'rarin to go'. 


Refreshed physically and mentally the sportsman brings home 
to his wife and family, or prospective better half, a sweeter disposition 
and a keener sense of his responsibilities. "Every Community" says the 
Maryland Conservationist, "is better for the sportsmen in it, every woman 
is better for having married a sportsman, and every child is fortunate who 
has a sportsman for its father." 


A tabulation of what the sportsman brings home reveals many 
other prizes, not of the wild life variety, which are really worth while. 
There are the happy memories of intimate friendships he has made. [In the 
environment of nature and the close associations of the camp the soul of 
man becomes bared to his fellowmen. The mask of austerity, and assumed dig- 
nity which he considers necessary in his business life, or the frigid in- 
difference so characteristic of mants relations with his fellowman are com- 
pletely dropped and he stands revealed a red blooded human being. The 
friendships of the camp, the field and the stream are lasting friendships 
because they are developed in an atmosphere of rugged simplicity and keen 
harmony. 


He brings back with him a knowledge of wild life which con- 
tinually fires his imagination and calls forth his admiration. He recalls 
the continual struggle for existence which is the law of nature and admires 
the courage, resourcefulness and sagacity with which the creatures of the 
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wild face the struggle for life set up by that irrevocable law. He brings 
home with him lasting memories of the grandeur of uature; the fragrance of 
the forest; the golden tints of autumn; the soothing influence of a bed of 
cedar, spruce or balsam; sparkling streams; moonlight on the lake; and, 
above all the canopy of Heaven, awe-inspiring in its immensity eud fascin~ 
ating because of its mysteries. These things he assimilates. They enter 
his soul and abide with him. 


We offer no apology for the game the syortsman may bring 
home with him, nor for the fact that the pursuit of the wild life is the 
lure which entices him into the great ovtdoors, The law of supply and de- 
mand regulates his activities and the good sportsman observes the iaw, He 
is a conservationist and conservation means among other things, "the secur- 
ing of the greatest ultimate good for the greatest number of people." 


What the sportsman brings home with him is infinitely more 
than the visible tokens of his skill; he brings a healthier body, a keener 
mind and a more wholesome outlook on life. 


A PLEA FOR THE BOY 

At a meeting of the Niagara Frontier Game ond Fish Protect- 
ive Association held recently a request was made by the Principal of the 
Collegiate Institute that the Association should enroll pupils of the Coll- 
egiate as junior members of the organization. The Principal stressed the 
need for teaching the youths the principles of conservation and suggested 
the influence of Association membership would be very useful in this regard. 
Plans are under way for a combined meeting of the Association and the stud~ 
ents to explain the objects of the organization and to invite the youths to 
become junior members, in the interests of conservation. A motion was also 
passed ty the mecting making the local Boy Scouts honorary members of the 

ssociation, with the leader a regular voting member. 


This matter of introducing the hoys to membership in a 
Protective Association without fees, or at a very nominal charge is one 
that might well become a part of the activities of every Asscciation. 
There is no more necessary or fertile field for the dissemination cf con- 
servational education than among the youth of the Province. These boys 
are already fishing and hunting to a limited extent but without any defin- 
ite idea of the value of our wild life resources or the regulations which 
govern them. Unless the matter has been brought} to their attention through 
association with sportsmen or otherwise they heave for the most part only a 
hazy idea of the various speciss of protected game fish or the limits of 
size and catch, In this connection wo quote from a letter received by the 
Department from a gentleman greatly concerned over this very fact. 


"May I", he writos, "call your attention to the fact that 
all over this Province on every dock in fishing waters little chaps are 
innocently fishing with worms and minnow hooks for sun fish, perch and 
other small fish. All is fish that they get. One little shaver had one 
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perch, two sunfish and seven small black bass in his catch. These bass 
ran six-seven inches and are the very fish that will supply the game fish 
for next season. To catch and pull out full grown bass does no harm at 
all ~ does good ~ because they are cannibals. The wholesale destruction 
of the 6-7 inch bass is a very grsat harm, JI do not see what can be done 
about it." 


This little "shaver" with his seven small black bass is 
typical of a situation which pe way vyrevails thecughout the fishing 
areas of the Province. Every sumuer hundreds of youngsters in like circum- 
Stancos are unwittingly and unne cessarily destroying thousands of young 
bass because they know no better, and catching fish is a thrilling exper- 
icnce., The Cestiruction of undersize fish is a more or tues permanent prob- 
lem not entirely confined te youngsters, which is difficuit to solve. Yet, 
through organized effort and educational means, a great deal has been done 
to lessen the icsses from this source, The writer cf the letter quoted 
above is somewhat pessimistic as to anything being done to stop the prac- 
tice. It is obvictis that where boys are involved, a lack of knowledge 
concerning the reguiations and the different species of fish is the con- 
triouting factor. It is quite possibile therefore, through educational 
means, @1da by precept and example to considerably lessen the losses from 
this source. One cf the best means of contacting the boys is to introduce 
them to cur Protective Asscciations as junior members, They will feel 
thrilled at being permitted to meet with sportsmen, for every boy is a 
potential fisherman and has a burning desire to furnish his room with tro- 
phies of the chase, emblematic of his skill and daring. Once they become 
enthusiastic members of the Association it should not be difficult for us 
to instruct them on the ethics of stortsmanship and the principles of Con- 
servation. It scoms to us that the request and suggestion of the Niagara 
Falls' Principal is one that might be seriously nate A by every Pro- 
tective Association in the Province. We shall be glad to co-operate where- 
ver possible, 


"A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM" 


Speaking of finparting a knowledge of conservetion to chil- 
dren reminds us of an incident related by a friend of ours. He was inter- 
estediy watching a girl of between 9 and 10 years of age fishing in Gull 
Lake, While he watched she caught a small fish and our friend approached 
and asked her what it was, "It's a baby lunge" she replied, with all the 
enthusiasm of an experienced angler. ‘What are you going to do with it"? 
continued the questioner. "I'm going to wet my hands and let it go again" 
she immedintely answered. This, she proceeded to do in the most approved 
menner, demonstrating that she knew how to handle "babies." 


CONCERNING QUAT 
In a letter to the editor appearing in a Toronto Newspaper, 


Mr. Cliff Dafoe, Secretary of the Kent County Sportsmen's Association, 
takes exception to certain statements in a previous letter and editorial 
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published in the newspaper on the general subject of our wild life resour- 
cés, We have no intention of entering into any controversy on the matter 
but we note that Mr. Dafoe makes this statement. "It might be of interest 
to mention here that cur quail (Kent County) have very noticeably increased 
Since we have instituted short open seasons with limited bags, Previously, 
under total hunting prohibition, the quail were decreasing." It is a 
Statement which is perhaps difficult for the uninformed person to under- 
Stand for it seems to disprove the old adage which suggests that "You 
Gau't eat yout cake and have it too." While pondering over the statement 
we came across a clinping from an unknown periodical which we had filed 
away for fuvure reforence. It is headed "Game Loss Rises With No Hunting, 
Scientist Finds" and is as follows:- 


"Hunters might just as well take 30 per cent of the game 
birds on an area where a normal summer supply exists-if they don't, pred- 
atory animals and birds and the rigors of winter will take approximatoly 
that amount anyway. This is the surprising finding of Professor Paul L. 
Irringtcon, of Towa State Collegs, who has been conducting one of the first 
wild life wesearch investigations of its kind, according to the More Game 
Birds Foundation, 

The Scientist found that on four experimental unshot areas 

sed as field laboratories, where quail had been increased by game manage- 
ment up to the summor food and cover carrying capacities of the areas, 
28.0 per cent of the birds ended wp in the bellies of predators or died of 
winter exposure by the following spring. 

On other areas under observation, where natural food, cover 
and cther conditions were comparable but where hunters hed been permitted 
to weed out some of the quail, winter losses were found to amount to but 
10.3 per cent. brofessor Errington'ts fact-finding anpears to have pro- 
duced the first scientific evidence tending to support a theory long held 
by sportsmen that crossing quail with 2 shotgun improves the strain by el- 
iminating weaklings. 

‘Mortality seemed to be greatly accelerated in early Nov- 
ember, coincident with the recauction of carrying capacity by drying up of 
herbaceous vegstation and the falling of leaves frcim deciduous brusht, the 
scientist reports. 'On unshot areas having a population in exvess of their 
carrying capacities the natural loss rate was enougn to trim down the ex- 
tra birds to what the environment would support.’ 

‘When those birds not having a good place to stay are re- 
moved by shooting, the loss rate from predatcors automatically drops for 
the reason that there are few birds left that predators may sasily get. 

On the basis of these findings, it would scem safe to take by fall shoot- 
ing the percentege of birds commonly lost in unshot areas during the winter- 
or around 30 per cont', Professor Errington concludes". 


In a very comprehensive and profusely illustrated article 
entitled "A life history study of the California Quail, with recommendat- 
ions for its conservation and management", appenring in "California Fish 
and Geme", E. Lowell Sumner, Jr., sets forth the results of his observat- 
ions and study of the California Quail over a period of years. Anticipat- 
ing either confirmation or denial of the findings of Professor Errington, 


i 
dO 
AGN, 


ANN 


ay : by 


wy 
iN 
yy) 


ns 


We Nl 
ERI 
Ay 


vit 
may NY 
reer 


HOYT E 
™ TAN. 


Dy WA 


Walt Nand 
(Une 
Lay 
Whi hoe oh 

: MUNYA yi 

OU at 

My atti 

{diag 

i 

i 


A aint 


ie) 
» 


fn 


a 


Coney 
RAO 


Af. AMY 


oT 


we turned to this report for further information on the subject. It would 
not be fair to lift a statement from the text without reference to the con- 
text, so at the outset we note that the writer has this to say; "The prom- 
inent part which hunting has played in the decrease of Quail is unquestion- 
ed. The history of the restrictive leg: sist .on of the last fifty years a- 
mounts to a recognition of this fact, and the carly records of enormous 
annual kills made by market hunters furnish edditional evidences In spite 
of the increasing number of restrictions on hunting, including the now com- 
mon practice of posting private lands, quail populations have been kept at 
a low point throughout most of the State by the increase in the number of 
hunters, the steady improvement in shooting equipment, the nearly universal 
use of the automobile, and the constant extension of roads into regions 
which were formerly inaccessible." Later on he further states; "It would 
be wrong to imply that hunting is the sole factor responsible for the pres- 
ent scarcity of quail. Actually, it is only one of five major causes of 
the decrease of birds, and in many loclaities it is overshadowed in import- 
ance by one or more of these other factors." Theso causes listed approxi- 
mately in order of decreasing importance are; 
l. Overhunting 
2e Destruction of food and cover by; 
(a) Clean farming 
(bd) Overgrazing 
(oe) Fire Control 
3. Exclusive use by man of water sources. 
The writer discusses predator control and comes to the conclusion that mod- 
erate control from the point of view of the hunter is desirable. He emphas- 
izes the fact however, that by "moderate or regulated control, as contrast- 
ed with indiscriminate control, is meant the keeping in check of only those 
predators which are known to be harmful, as well as the maintenance of the 
proper balance between control measures and measures for improving the en- 
vironment.” Mr. Sumner then asks this question and proceeds to answer it. 
"To what extent can we add the burden of hunting to all the other burdens 
of a given quail population"? Part of the answer is as follows;- "Provid- 
ed cover, feed and water are amply adequate, we can shoot a fair proport- 
ion of the birds-more than would have perished by that time of year as a 
result of nature's toll in the absence of hunting-and yet rest assured that 
the remainder, because freed from competition with their fellows for food, 
can survive the winter with less than the loss which would have normally 
occurred if the area had not been hunted." 


"Just how great a proportion of birds may be safely taken’ 
by the hunter will vary considerably with the locality and the particular 
season.” It was estimated at 19 per cent in the unusually favourable area 
studied by the writer. 


"Some regions with deficient food and cover will never be 
able to produce much of a usable surplus unless the environment is greatly 
improved. On the other hand, so few regions which have never been improved 
continue to produce a shootable increase year after year. This is because 
mature has accidentally provided an ideal combination of conditions in 
these places," 
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It will be obvious from these authoritative statements 
that under certain conditions, and with reservations as to the numbers 
taken, the propagation of quail suffers no set back from limited shoot- 
ing. 


IT WAS AN ACCIDENT 


The effect of carelessness is never more vividly portray- 
ed than in the thoughtless and improper use of fire-arms. The man who 
"didn't know it was loaded" is a fit subject for mental examination, while 
the hunter who fires at a question mark should swap his gun for a camera. 
He is less liable to end up in a mental institution, and the permanent re- 
cord of a living companion will bring him infinitely more comfort than the 
mental picture of a human tragedy. It is not a pleasing subject and we 
are tempted to refer to it only because of an incident which came to our 
notice the other day. It appears that three men were out hunting and while 
proceeding through the bush they heard something rustling in a thicket. 

The inevitable happened. One or more of the men inmediately fired and a 
rabbit bounded out. It so happened however, that a Game Warden was in the 
vicinity and went over to investigate. In the thicket he found a newly 
killed pheasant, Unpleasant consequences resulted. The guns were seized 
and proceedings instituted for illegal shooting. That is the story as 
told by one of the men while making enquiry as to how he might get his gun 
back, He did not appear to realize that shooting at an unknown quantity is 
the lowest form of sporting endeavour, and one of the most dangerous. On 
the other hand he believed it an excellent excuse for sympathetic consider- 
ation of his request. They had no intention of shooting a pheasant. It 
was just unfortunate that the pheasant should have been shuffling around 
at that particular time, without making its identity clear. The moral is 
obvious and requires no elaboration. 


Hunting tragedies among Ontario Sportsmen are infrequent, 
put they do happen occasionally and even experienced hunters need to be 
reminded that ‘it's better to be safe than sorry.” 


FISHING, FACTS AND FANCY 


The days are lengthening rapidly, the sun is beginning to 
shine with a new radiance, and the thoughts of the Angler are already 
straying from business worries and social activities to his favourite stream 
and all it implics. The anticipatory pleasure is heightened by the many 
happy hours he spends putting his equipment in shape, making artificial 
lures and developing his skill in the piscatorial art. In such a mood the 
following extracts from an address by Herbert Hoover, while Secretary of 
Commerce are both amusing and interesting. 


"Some millions of fishermen have invented thousands of new 
lures of seductive order and devised many new and fearful incantations, with 
a host of new kinds of clothes and labor-saving devices to carry them about. 


i ih 
roadie Med i RE Ni 
HN) \ 
ina 


i 


Oe hh 


Crit 


Aayhoe Wh hye i Was Aa A me ARCA ¥ 
vitae ig MBO kr ete le hui RATE Bh ; ASW RV TORN Cah est 
met if are Ae KN Ce AAN id ERS Nya Pe Re a yay aiid ARR Nh ed sauanee » 
' Ye, UW? ap ‘ u i ) i i 
Mii MANA 
. ‘ aA) ce 
ART Na “I, 

(hy ae in bie 
te tia) h 


Wane 


( ui isi i 


i) he he aid ‘ Va a 
My 5) hi me an ote h Aid ity 


yy Ghat Sieh st DAR RAMA WA) th ne M ait Wi 
’ Kan ; 


y th ‘ (unit 
ee \e it Wah a hs NY 
} YON aE NUN isk beatin 
NEON ban ms ith y 
Mm 
‘Vie Atm Pay MA) Hs 
(i Rc { Leave UNV RLETR NA 


OD nay i 


a! we WNT AEN \ Hants if ye) ne 
a4 AM Ay DAR TL an AAR A Pies HR AY AS I A i, 
{ oe SOIR Re ie) ' Paaiay!, \ HL fh iV tht (Nt ‘ v be ( M (Yay abide Hp ih 
{ti eon jig Net's Ch Aan as ih if i on ix bic aby fan \ nN ny SVN 4 iy 
vy MAS UE RAIA RAEAO DU KY A UI eer uN ed SGV eM AR ON ate 1 
vnea sian Pal f A i AVA 
) it aR A an i) ui 


it i) 


oy Wan NH 


i Whi 
nih) 
NA Rs ers i 

me hea Hy 
rat Su RAYS mY 4 A A aC aitt 

i) i hee) Aa fi Wt 
, Meat CI “ik Yi ayy \ 
ea inn ii ai eul aie 
Sali a 


Nay ay 


ryan 5 { When WSN 
aca SORA EAI, RR RN Krai i me cl SAAN Waa 

\ uly r ob uid SRM i Pi ; { kek ; Doni 

\ 1 h hy 8 wali ba ) by Vy \ eh, ae Vi i 


ae aN Ot i u Hie eae ERS 
be or 


Bait mh !) Di oe ais 


bi 


yee iets ai Vi Li ; AN aan met My NERY OR ‘ " aren 
Wi t Py 


‘meh ek 
ts iV 


dea aia ial H (4) nner IAG * PY a ih ; Ne “4 AA H) ‘ 
OY A a a ee, vi Lene beaban: mana 
A , , i Mig i Neh 4 ih) 
AN OAR year ev DMM NNN vi Vay FAS RANTS wt Ey 
oa unt Pati mat an} \ a Ning x 


ne N 
Wes hay 


nay , 
EAN : 


Y's AYE} 
MAP aM 4 
Aw ois Habs igh iene 


a ‘ 

“Wy ae san 
,) Wet treaty! lolly Noh 

-” dan Ls ‘ 
SUR 


pli 
rf pes ; 


7 
antes 
{ 


=a Q%-= 


"Te have indeed made stupendous progress in physical equip- 
ment to overcome the mysteries of fish. We have moved upward from the rude 
but social conditions of the willow pole with a butcher string line, fixed 
with hooks ten for a dime, whose compelling lure is one segment of an angle- 
worm and whose incantation is spitting on the bait. We have arrived at the 
high state of a tackle, assembled from the steel of Damascus, the bamboos 
of Siam, the silk of Japan, the lacquer of China, the tin of Bankok, the 
nickel of Canada, the feathers of Brazil and the silver of Colorado = all 
compounded by mass production at Chicago, Ill., and Akron, Ohio. And for 
magic and incantations we have progressed to application of cosmetics to 
artificial flies and to wonders in special clothing with pigeon holes for 
varied lures and liniments and to calling a bite a "strike." Nor do I 
need to repeat that fishing is not the rich man's sport though his incan- 
tations are more expensive. 

However, our fishermen can put in many joyous hours at home 
polishing up the rods, reels and lures, discussing new flies when the im- 
ponderable forces of spring begin to move their bones. They could not get 
such joy out of a collection of live angleworms and that is all a part of 
what we are trying to get at anyway - recreation and soul satisfaction. But 
I em off the track, because the Department of Commerce deals not in the 
beatitudes but in statistics. Moreover, we must also maintain the economic 
rather than the biologic method in discussion or some other Department of 
the Government will accuse Commerce of invading their authority. Neverthe- 
less I may say, as an aside, that the fishing beatitudes are much amplified 
since Izaak Walton, for he did not spend his major life answering a bell. 
He never got the jumps from traffic signals or the price of wheat. Its 
blessings include not only Edgar Guest's "wash of the soul" with pure air, 
but they also now include discipline in the equality of men, meekness and 
inspiration before the works of nature, charity and patience toward tackle 
makers and. the fish, a mockery of profits and conceits, a quieting of hate 
and a hushing to ambition, a rejoicing and gladness that you do not have ta 
decide a blanked thing until next week." 

"The moral and spiritual forces of our country do not lose 
ground in the hours we are busy on our jobs - their battle is the leisure 
time. We are organizing the production of leisure. We need better organ- 
ization of its consumption. We devote vast departments of government, the 
great agencies of commerce and industry, science and invention to decreas- 
ing the hours of work - but we devote comparatively little to improving the 
hours of recreation. We associate joy with leisure. We have great machin- 
ery of joy, some of it destructive, some of it synthetic, some of it mass 
production. We go to chain theatres and movies: we watch somebody else 
knock a ball over the fence or kick it over the goal post. I do that and I 
believe in it. I do, however, insist that no other organized joy has conm- 
parable values to the outdoor experience. We gain less from the other forms 
in moral stature, in renewed purpose in life, in kindness and in all the 
fishing beatitudes. We gain none of the constructive rejuvenating joy that 
comes from return to the solemnity, the calm and inspiration of primitive 
nature. The joyous rush of the brook, the contemplation of the eternal flow 
of the stream, the stretch of forest and mountain, all reduce our egotism, 
sooth our troubles and shame our wickedness. 

And in it we make a physical effort that no sitting on cush- 


UN 


Nun 


RANE 
Pay 


NW NAS 


A bee AAS 

NR 

Nie Bh is, f ‘ | ‘ ; 
A 4 Ne at \ ye ‘ \ iN oohh ae ‘ r RYT ‘hi my aie 

oh} i Wi hee ay ty \ mY hey PSNR ; Vath iN MA Mahe Aya de) ey RCIA 
, i ) gintren yee eoni). Vac ‘ Ait ai 


i (8 aie 
AP ALIN AA 


yn 
My 


AT NRE se, iy 
fate | eR 
TS cal eee ¥ Ad) p 
PV A i di Hse ‘ 
Tse eh 8 


vin 
aah MN AMA's 


MAYAN 
hy Vest ae iy 


f { i J 
RA i uy ean iy ) ae mH Mh ") ti p 


Het 
vy Ant i bya: 


ihoen { 


Wak Oe ry 
as i 


ipl bal 

NR AY a oN a A 
y) f Y . / i fy) SPs hile ae 
Ata MRD IY a Mc Dr sa ‘Monat 


Raval 


Visi te We \ 
y yy ihe ies a4 h ] aay oan 
y k : Me 


pe ae i" Dash hala 


Wy Wn NG AS) See ta! Patan) Plan F ean id diate 


x i h we 


sin ei! 


weve we 


fe) AR alae le a a 
hay nh gn POS WM 


tne Raley lef Li: TRS ans Ck pines 

, f ; , : : \ ; ( Ae hid, “ j ve ; YEN As abhi 

iia. cane . GU NOONE AR na Dm as ig CAPER Fk gk i. wun 
; ib og Pats ; a: WY 


ation) heey et f soni py one 


y “ i , \ ¢ hy (uate! hal 
ait 1) BN os y PEN te * var,’ Aa ave amas 


Mawes Aa Hb bean Wei he A BR aN te a: } y byt nt ne 
APES) 4 CONits | ’ hers 


HG. KY eae diiha Rh MARL eS a 99808 


i 


Dine malin OE) 4) a Hd 


ak 4 vi, 


- 19 - 


ions, benches or sidelines provides. To induce people to take its joys, 
they need some stimulant from the hunt, the fish or the climb. I am for 
fish. Fishing is not so much getting fish as it is a state of mind and a 
lure to the human soul into refreshment." 


CHURCH and FISHING 


The inspiration of the great outdoors and the benefits to 
be derived therefrom are known to every sportsman. This inspiration will 
never take the place of religion but it does serve to give us a better idea 
of the works of Creation, The following article clipped from North Dakota 
Outdoor, reproduced from Outdoor America will appeal to every sportsman. 


"During a recent religious canvass, one man naming his 
preference as to churches, added facetiously, 'in winter, but fishing in 
Summer', The Minister of this particular church writes us, ‘of course, 
this was meant as a good natured joke and has been so construed by the Comm- 
ittee and myself’. 

"However, we belicve that it is a joke that carries with 
it some pretty good religious sense. It seems to us that it is encourag~ 
ing to know that men today can think of Church and fishing in the same mom- 
ent. And we believe that it is enccuraging to know that men are thinking 
of religion and connecting it up with the joyous side of life. Our opinion 
is that the man who loves life, wholesome outdoor life, makes a pretty 
good Church member. And we believe that it is a compliment to eny Church 
for a man to feel that its kind of religion!makes him a happier fisherman." 

"God bless you, brother fishermen. Don't go fishing every 
Sunday next surmer and leave the Church out. But go fishing when you can, 
and come to Church when you can. And we hope that the Church will be as 
clean and free and helpful as the great outdoors and the clear water where 
you fish, And we hope that you will be just as patient and persistent and 
as good a sportsman in your relation to the Church as. you are in your fish- 
ing. And, by the way, it would help the Church a good deal if you would 
take the preacher fishing occasionally!" 
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